Tafsir lbn 1 
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Revealed in Makkah 


Alii ^xjujJ 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 

CiAjU jlI 

12:1 Alif-Lam-Ra. These are the verses of the Book 
that is clear. 

ojttu ii> iji’jS ;arjsi ci 

12:2 Verily, We have sent it down as an Arabic 
Qur'an in order that you may understand. 

iiltSl Ujkjt IaJ 11 (jjai^.1 s^Llc. 

^ ^ u!j d/ja 

12:3 We relate unto you the best of stories through 
Our revelations unto you, of this Qur'an. And before 
this, you were among those who knew nothing 
about it. 
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Qualities of the Qur'ai 


Allah says: 

...J 

Alif-Lam-Ra. 

In the beginning of Surah Al-Baqarah we talked about 
the separate letters, 

Allah said, 

... cJSSI cjQ ... 


These are the verses of the Book. 

in reference to the Clear Qur'an that is plain and 
apparent, and explains, clarifies and makes 
known the unclear matters. 


0) uiA 5 ' ... 


that is clear. 

Allah said next, 

(Y) (jjlajLj Lyjc. liljS IjI 

Verily, We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an in order 
that you may understand. 

The Arabic language is the most eloquent, plain, 
deep and expressive of the meanings that might 
arise in one's mind. Therefore, the most 
honorable Book, was revealed in the most 
honorable language, to the most honorable 
Prophet and Messenger, delivered by the most 
honorable angel, in the most honorable land on 
earth, and its revelation started during the most 
honorable month of the year, Ramadan. 
Therefore, the Qur'an is perfect in every respect. 

So Allah said, 
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duS (jl j IdA liL]) Ujkjl Uaj q jjjai^t t^Ljlc. q ■*•>»' 

(r) jjJslill jj-al 4-li3 


We relate unto you the best of stories through Our 
revelations unto you, of this Qur'an.And before this, you 
were among those who knew nothing about it. 


Reason behind revealing Ayah 


On the reason behind revealing Ayah (12:3), Ibn Jarir At-Tabari 
recorded that Abdullah bin Abbas said, 

"They said, '0, Allah's Messenger! Why not narrate to us 
stories?' 

Later on, this Ayah was revealed, 6*-^ 4^ 0^ 

u^l (We relate unto you the best of stories...)." 

There is a Hadith that is relevant upon mentioning this 
honorable Ayah, which praises the Qur'an and demonstrates 
that it is sufficient from needing all books besides it. 

Imam Ahmad recorded a narration from Jabir bin Abdullah that; 

Umar bin Al-Khattab came to the Prophet with a book 
that he took from some of the People of the Book. Umar 
began reading it to the Prophet who became angry. He 
said, 


^jc. jzJb cjLuij U idi fVkJa Aj Lgj 1 i , jil! J 

A'. M ^ M 0 f ' = y * 0. ^ 

t4_sj3d <a-l3 QJaUJ jl t4_i 

JJJ jjl Li Ajljji j La (jlS J |,|Q ' 


Are you uncertain about it Ibn Al-Khattab? 

By the One in Whose Hand is my soul! I have come to 
you with it white and pure. Do not ask them about 
anything, for they might tell you something true and you 
reject it, or they might tell you something false and you 
believe it. 
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By the One in Whose Hand is my soul! If Musa were 
living, he would have no choice but to follow me. 

Imam Ahmad also recorded a narration from Abdullah bin 
Thabit who said, 

"Umar came to Allah's Messenger and said; 'O 
Messenger of Allah! I passed by a brother of mine from 
(the tribe of) Qurayzah, so he wrote some 
comprehensive statements from the Tawrah for me, 
should I read them to you?' 

The face of Allah's Messenger changed (with anger). So I 
said to him, ' Don't you see the face of Allah's 
Messenger?" 

Umar said, 'We are pleased with Allah as our Lord, 
Islam as our religion, and Muhammad as our Messenger.' 


So the anger of the Prophet subsided, and he said, 

(jjjdlll 


By the One in Whose Hand is Muhammad's soul, 
if Musa appeared among you and you were to 
follow him, abandoning me, then you would have 
strayed. Indeed you are my share of the nations, 
and I am your share of the Prophets." 


GfTjK jjkic- A^i CAjSj CAjL AjjV C sux jj Jll Al 

jjA^Ua) ^ J J 

12:4 (Remember) when Yusuf said to his father: "O 
my father! Verily, I saw (in a dream) eleven stars 
and the sun and the moon - I saw them prostrating 
themselves to me." 
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Yusuf's Dream 


Allah says, 

jlaall j (jjiAiil! j LSjS jjIiC. Cllji j ^j| 


jj! Ij 4jjL 1 i—ilu jj (JU jl 

(f) tJ <4$j 


(Remember) when Yusuf said to his father: "0 my 
father! Verily, I saw (in a dream) eleven stars and the 
sun and the moon - I saw them prostrating themselves 
to me." 


Allah says, ' Mention to your people, O 
Muhammad, among the stories that you narrate 
to them, the story of Yusuf.' 

Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) mentioned his dream to 
his father, Prophet Yaqub (Jacob), son of Prophet 
Ishaq (Isaac), son of Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham), 
peace be upon them all. 

Abdullah bin Abbas stated that the dreams of Prophets 
are revelations from Allah. 


Scholars of Tafsir explained that; 


in Yusuf's dream the eleven stars represent his 
brothers, who were eleven, and the sun and the 
moon represent his father and mother. 


This explanation was collected from Ibn Abbas, 
Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Sufyan Ath-Thawri and 
Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. 


Yusuf's vision became a reality forty years later, or as 
some say, eighty years, when Yusuf raised his parents to 
the throne while his brothers were before him, 


and they fell down before him prostrate. And he 
said: "O my father! This is the interpretation of 
my dream aforetime! My Lord has made it come 
true!" (12:100) 
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1 jljga &j*.\ Jz. '&£’j V ‘Jn 'JIS 

j^c. j >»>«» ji i^s 

12:5 He (the father) said: "O my son! Relate not 
your vision to your brothers, lest they should 
arrange a plot against you. Verily, Shaytan is to 
man an open enemy!" 


Yaqub orders Yusuf to hide His Vision to avoid Shaytan’s 


Allah tells: 

U 'AjS 1 jAj^a \ Jk ag°jj vU JIS 

^ q ^ ) l > i) 

He (the father) said: "O my son! Relate not your vision 
to your brothers, lest they should arrange a plot against 
you. Verily, Shaytan is to man an open enemy!" 

Allah narrates the reply Yaqub gave his son Yusuf 
when he narrated to him the vision that he saw, 
which indicated that his brothers would be under 
his authority. They would be subjugated to 
Yusuf's authority to such an extent that they 
would prostrate before him in respect, honor and 
appreciation. Yaqub feared that if Yusuf narrated 
his vision to any of his brothers, they would envy 
him and conspire evil plots against him. This is 
why Yaqub said to Yusuf, (j kux u V 

fl£ IjJjia (Relate not your vision to your 
brothers, lest they should arrange a plot against 
you). 

This Ayah means, 

"They might arrange a plot against you 
that causes your demise." 

In the Sunnah, there is a confirmed Hadith that states, 
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sjSj Ua IaIj iAj i“vVv IB L_12>J Uo I All 

auLj AjlIijlJj tljUj s^jUjU (jc- (Jaliilj 4di^ 

a^yAaj jjl l^jjll Ia^. 1 dlA^ i Uj ilA^jAu qa 


If any of you saw a vision that he likes, let him 
narrate it. If he saw a dream that he dislikes, let 
him turn on his other side, blow to his left thrice, 
seek refuge with Allah from its evil and not tell it 
to anyone. Verily, it will not harm him in this 
case. 


In another Hadith that Imam Ahmad and collectors of 
the Sunan collected, Mu'awiyah bin Haydah Al-Qushayri 
said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

C 1 ul 3 j di^yc. I All . ^y*j Ho ^yUa LS^" 

The dream is tied to a bird's leg, as long as it is 
not interpreted. If it is interpreted, it comes true. 

Therefore, one should hide the prospects or the 
coming of a bounty until it comes into existence 
and becomes known. 

The Prophet said, 

■Ho*j (_5 jA (J5 jj11 f Lda3 I j 'J7"' ‘ 

} O ' 

A 

Earn help for fulfilling needs by being discrete, for 
every owner of a blessing is envied. 


j tiLalxJj (ilAJQa>A j 

l3-^!j ^ jj) cJ3 

12:6 "Thus will your Lord choose you and teach you 
the interpretation of dreams (and other things) and 
perfect His favor on you and on the offspring of 
Yaqub, as He perfected it on your fathers, Ibrahim 
and Ishaq aforetime! 
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j u! 

Verily, your Lord is All-Knowing, All-Wise." 


Interpretation of Yusuf's Vision 


Allah says that Yaqub said to his son Yusuf, 'Just as Allah chose 
you to see the eleven stars, the sun and the moon prostrate 
before you in a vision, 

‘-^j .'/'V. j 


Thus will your Lord choose you, 

designate and assign you to be a Prophet from 
Him, 

Cj(Jjjtj U ^ )j 

and teach you the interpretation of Ahadith.' 

Mujahid and several other scholars said that; 

this part of the Ayah is in reference to the 
interpreting of dreams. 

He said next, 

and perfect His favor on you, 

' by His Message and revelation to you.' 

... Ji ... 

and on the offspring of Yaqub, 

This is why Yaqub said afterwards, 

(Jj3 

as He perfected it aforetime on your fathers, Ibrahim..., 
Allah's intimate friend, 
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and Ishaq, (Ibrahim's son), 


... ... 


(“I) fjk- LIjJ Cj) ... 
Verily, your Lord is All-Knowing, All-Wise. 

Allah knows best whom to chose for His Messages. 


£ j L_fljuojJ (jlil SA 


12:7 Verily, in Yusuf and his brethren there were 
Ayat for those who ask. 


, 1 JH1 i! 


li. CuJ U' 

"0 * 

12:8 When they said: "Truly, Yusuf and his brother 
are dearer to our father than we, while we are 
' Usbah (a group). 

Really, our father is in a plain error." 

Vj *<& ; jk>i j i jisa 

La a3 ^j-a I jJjLij 

12:9 "Kill Yusuf or cast him out to some (other) 
land, so that the favor of your father may be given 
to you alone, and after that you will be righteous 
folk." 


a f 

(. 


JA\ a^Q. i Jar, LkLi 1 jS5£ V ‘JsIS 'JIS 

12:10 One from among them said: "Kill not Yusuf, 
but if you must do something, throw him down to 
the bottom of a well; he will be picked up by some 
caravan of travelers." 
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There are Lessons to draw from the Story of Yusuf 


Allah says; 


(v) jjJjlluiS clAjI aj i-jluji jlS 

Verily, in Yusuf and his brethren there were Ayat for 
those who ask. 


Allah says that there are Ayat, lessons and 
wisdom to learn from the story of Yusuf and his 
brothers, for those who ask about their story and 
seek its knowledge. Surely, their story is unique 
and is worthy of being narrated. 


...llollyt ^1 


J 


, 1 jiu a 


When they said: "Truly, Yusuf and his brother are dearer 
to our father than we..." 


They swore, according to their false thoughts, 
that Yusuf and his brother Binyamin (Benjamin), 
Yusuf's full brother, 


4 u .aC. 


tLa Ijjj! ^gll 


dearer to our father than we, while we are Usbah. 


meaning, a group. 

Therefore, they thought, how can he love these 
two more than the group, 

( A ) od* ^ <j] ... 

Really, our father is in a plain error. 

because he preferred them and loved them more 
than us. 



; jk>i j uLjj i jissi 


Kill Yusuf or cast him out to some (other) land, so that 
the favor of your father may be given to you alone, 
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They said, 'Remove Yusuf, who competes with 
you for your father's love, from in front of your 
father's face so that his favor is yours alone. 
Either kill Yusuf or banish him to a distant land so 
that you are rid of his trouble and you alone 
enjoy the love of your father.' 


and after that you will be righteous folk. 


thus intending repentance before committing the 
sin, 


l -lkll a jSf j <—slu jj 1 jEki V (JUS 


One from among them said: "Kill not Yusuf, but if you 
must do something, throw him down to the bottom of a 
well; 




t$S JIS 


One from among them said... 

Qatadah and Muhammad bin Ishaq said that; 

he was the oldest among them and his name was 
Rubil (Reuben). 

As-Suddi said that; 

his name was Yahudha (Judah). 

Mujahid said that; 

it was Sham'un (Simeon) who said, i-iLjj ^ 

(Kill not Yusuf), 

do not let your enmity and hatred towards him 
reach this level, of murder. 

However, their plot to kill Yusuf would not have 
succeeded, because Allah the Exalted willed that Yusuf 
fulfill a mission that must be fulfilled and complete; he 
would receive Allah's revelation and become His Prophet. 
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Allah willed Yusuf to be a powerful man in Egypt and 
govern it. 

Consequently, Allah did not allow them to persist in their 
intent against Yusuf, through Rubil's words and his 
advice to them that if they must do something, they 
should throw him down to the bottom of a well, 

ajljjjJ! 'j J 4la£L 

he will be picked up by some caravan, 

of travelers passing by. This way, he said, you 
will rid yourselves of this bother without having to 
kill him, 

p •) j)... 

if you must do something, 

meaning, if you still insist on getting rid of him. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar said, 

"They agreed to a particularly vicious crime that 
involved cutting the relation of the womb, 
undutiful treatment of parents, and harshness 
towards the young, helpless and sinless. 

It was also harsh towards the old and weak who 
have the rights of being respected, honored and 
appreciated, as well as, being honored with Allah 
and having parental rights on their offspring. 
They sought to separate the beloved father, who 
had reached old age and his bones became weak, 
yet had a high status with Allah, from his beloved 
young son, in spite of his weakness, tender age 
and his need of his father's compassion and 
kindness. 

May Allah forgive them, and indeed, He is the 
Most Merciful among those who have mercy, for 
they intended to carry out a "grave error." 

Ibn Abi Hatim collected this statement, from the 
route of Salamah bin Al-Fadl from Muhammad bin 
Ishaq. 
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y tsi j jc. v as u auu i jn 

U 

12:11 They said: "O our father! Why do you not 
trust us with Yusuf though we are indeed his well- 
wishers" 

(jjlai. AJ Ujj (._JJtljj £J^)J !a£. lix-a 4lujJ 

12:12 "Send him with us tomorrow to enjoy himself 
and play, and verily, we will take care of him." 


Yusuf's Brother s ask for Their Father's Permission to take| 
Yusuf with 


Allah tells; 


... isn u ixl g ijiis 


They said: "O our father! Why, 


When Yusuf's brothers agreed to take him and 
throw him down the well, taking the advice of 
their elder brother Rubil, they went to their father 
Yaqub, peace be upon him. They said to him, 
"Why is it that you, 

(n ) <S tSr, cilujj Je. V ... 

do not trust us with Yusuf though we are indeed his well- 
wishers." 


They started executing their plan by this 
introductory statement, even though they really 
intended its opposite, out of envy towards Yusuf 
for being loved by his father. 


They said, 


i. l-iC- Li*-a Alujjf 


"Send him with us tomorrow to enjoy himself and play, 
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i.e. so that we all enjoy ourselves and play. 
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi said similarly. 
Yusuf's brothers said next, 

(U) 

and verily, we will take care of him. 

we will protect him and ensure his safety for you. 


Luiii yst j Lii^f j aj i j ^'>2 jj 'jis 

' -* 4' 0 Mf' 

(jjlj c. Ajc. ^aJJl j 

12:13 He (Yaqub) said: "Truly, it saddens me that 
you should take him away. I fear lest a wolf should 
devour him, while you are careless of him." 

Oj'j^sS til Q j kl, L2'J ysf 1jilS 

12:14 They said: "If a wolf devours him, while we 
are 'Usbah (a group), then surely, we are the 
losers." 


Ya qub's Answer to Their Request 


Allah narrates to us that His Prophet Yaqub said to his children, 
in response to their request that he send Yusuf with them to the 
desert to tend their cattle, 


... Aj J cPi 


He (Yaqub) said: "Truly, it saddens me that you should 
take him away. 

He said that it was hard on him that he be 
separated from Yusuf for the duration of their 
trip, until they came back. 
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This demonstrates the deep love that Yaqub had 
for his son, because he saw in Yusuf great 
goodness and exalted qualities with regards to 
conduct and physical attractiveness associated 
with the rank of Prophethood. May Allah's peace 
and blessings be on him. 

Prophet Yaqub's statement next, 

0 Y) Ajc. °^Ajfj t— d 

I fear lest a wolf should devour him, while you are 
careless of him. 

He said to them, 'I fear that you might be 
careless with him while you are tending the cattle 
and shooting, then a wolf might come and eat 
him while you are unaware. 1 

They heard these words from his mouth and used them 
in their response for what they did afterwards. They also 
gave a spontaneous reply for their father's statement, 
saying, 

(u) i'4 q A^l qsi i jiz 

They said: "If a wolf devours him, while we are an 
'Usbah, then surely, we are the losers. 

They said, 'If a wolf should attack and devour 
him while we are all around him in a strong 
group, then indeed we are the losers and weak.' 


£ A **''4""* • A A-' o A " a « A' -+ (S 1-i 

(. j-n I) Ajuc. a(jl I j Lola 

- > ^ i I » ^ - o of o f i-itl'A- t o l. 7'o' o t' 


12:15 So, when they took him away, they all agreed 
to throw him down to the bottom of the well, and 
We revealed to him: "Indeed, you shall (one day) 
inform them of this their affair, when they know 
(you) not." 
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Yusuf is thrown in a Well 


Allah tells: 

... 1 jjAJ CJi 


when they took him away, 

Allah says that when Yusuf's brothers took him 
from his father, after they requested him to 
permit that, 

they all agreed to throw him down to the bottom of the 
well, 

This part of the Ayah magnifies their crime, in 
that it mentions that they all agreed to throw him 
to the bottom of the well. This was their intent, 
yet when they took him from his father, they 
pretended otherwise, so that his father sends him 
with a good heart and feeling at ease and 
comfortable with his decision. 

It was reported that Yaqub, peace be upon him, 
embraced Yusuf, kissed him and supplicated to Allah for 
him when he sent him with his brothers. 

As-Suddi said that; 

the time spent between pretending to be well- 
wishers and harming Yusuf was no longer than 
their straying far from their father's eyes. 

They then started abusing Yusuf verbally, by cursing, 
and harming him by beating. When they reached the 
well that they agreed to throw him in, they tied him with 
rope and lowered him down. When Yusuf would beg one 
of them, he would smack and curse him. When he tried 
to hold to the sides of the well, they struck his hand and 
then cut the rope when he was only half the distance 
from the bottom of the well. He fell into the water and 
was submerged. However, he was able to ascend a stone 
that was in the well and stood on it. 
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Allah said next, 


(^ °) ^ l-l-A ^A^jxLj 'g*'” AjII j ... 


and We revealed to him: "Indeed, you shall (one day) 
inform them of this their affair, when they know (you) 
not." 


In this Ayah, Allah mentions His mercy and 
compassion and His compensation and relief that 
He sends in times of distress. Allah revealed to 
Yusuf, during that distressful time, in order to 
comfort his heart and strengthen his resolve, ' Do 
not be saddened by what you have suffered. 
Surely, you will have a way out of this distress 
and a good end, for Allah will aid you against 
them, elevate your rank and raise your grade. 
Later on, you will remind them of what they did 
to you.' 

j ... 


when they know not. 

Ibn Abbas commented on this Ayah, 

"You will remind them of this evil action against 
you, while they are unaware of your identity and 
unable to recognize you." 


JJ C-Luic. I 


12:16 And they came to their father in the early 
part of the night weeping. 

I v» lii Aip (J^jlLoU IXiA^ \j! UIjLj 1 jlll 

IjS j3j Ul clu! Uaj 

12:17 They said: "O our father! We went racing with 
one another, and left Yusuf by our belongings and a 
wolf devoured him; but you will never believe us 
even when we speak the truth." 
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^1) 

12:18 And they brought his shirt stained with false 
blood. 

} Z/li'' i* * i* o -^issofo A .f o A*-* o -*5i ■" o *" " t< <* 

AJjij (Jjxi-n i^ol A^joiaji L—lJjja) (jj (Jl3 

He said: "Nay, but your own selves have made up a 
tale. So (for me) patience is most fitting. And it is 
Allah (Alone) Whose help can be sought against 
that (lie) which you describe." 


Yusuf's Brothers try to deceive Their Father 


Allah tells; 


p l| \) £.Lu ic* 

... tiUt UljUS 


And they came to their father in the early part of the 
night weeping. They said: "0 our father! 

Allah narrates to us the deceit that Yusuf's 
brothers resorted to, after they threw him to the 
bottom of the well. They went back to their 
father, during the darkness of the night, crying 
and showing sorrow and grief for losing Yusuf. 
They started giving excuses to their father for 
what happened to Yusuf, falsely claiming that, 


We went racing with one another, 
or had a shooting competition, 


1 1 V'f-. , o, ■ 1 ~T 


and left Yusuf by our belongings, 
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guarding our clothes and luggage, 


^11 AJSU 


and a wolf devoured him, 

which is exactly what their father told them he 
feared for Yusuf and warned against. 

They said next, 


( \ V ) j IaS Jj-aJ dul Uaj ... 


but you will never believe us even when we speak the 
truth. 


They tried to lessen the impact of the grave news 
they were delivering. 

They said, 'We know that you will not believe this 
news, even if you consider us truthful. So what 
about when you suspect that we are not truthful, 
especially since you feared that the wolf might 
devour Yusuf and that is what happened.' 

Therefore, they said, 'You have reason not to 
believe us because of the strange coincidence and 
the amazing occurrence that happened to us.' 






And they brought his shirt stained with false blood. 

on it, to help prove plot that they all agreed on. 

According to Mujahid, As-Suddi and several other 
scholars, 

they slaughtered a sheep, and stained Yusuf's 
shirt with its blood. 

They claimed that this was the shirt Yusuf was wearing 
when the wolf devoured him, being stained with his 
blood. But, they forgot to tear the shirt, and this is why 
Allah's Prophet Yaqub did not believe them. Rather, he 
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told them what he felt about what they said to him, thus 
refusing their false claim, 


... l ijj jis... 


He said: "Nay, but your own selves have made up a tale. 
So (for me) patience is most fitting. 

Yaqub said, ' I will firmly observe patience for this 
plot on which you agreed, until Allah relieves the 
distress with His aid and compassion, 

^ A) (jLxiikJixl! aUI j 


And it is Allah (alone) Whose help can be sought against 
that which you describe. 

against the lies and unbelievable incident that you 
said had occurred.’ 


r/j -fk jj j \ jLTjii 

12:19 And there came a caravan of travelers and 
they sent their water-drawer, and he let down his 
bucket (into the well). 

^Ic. IJLA jlii) 'JIS 

He said: "What good news! Here is a boy." 

qjIajij CcJ Alii j A* .jJaJ j 

So they hid him as merchandise (a slave). And Allah 
was the All-Knower of what they did. 




12:20 And they sold him for a Bakhs price, - for a 
few Dirhams. And they were of those who regarded 
him insignificant. 
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Yusuf is Rescued from the Well and sold as a Slave 


Allah tells: 


I.Ufc \j (Jli 6 j3j jaAJ_jlj 1 jlujti ajliai dl?.l 




And there came a caravan of travelers and they sent 
their water-drawer, and he let down his bucket (into the 
well). He said: "What good news! Here is a boy." 

Allah narrates what happened to Yusuf, peace be 
upon him, after his brothers threw him down the 
well and left him in it, alone, where he remained 
for three days, according to Abu Bakr bin Ayyash. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said, 

"After Yusuf's brothers threw him down the well, 
they remained around the well for the rest of the 
day to see what he might do and what would 
happen to him. Allah sent a caravan of travelers 
that camped near that well, and they sent to it 
the man responsible for drawing water for them. 
When he approached the well, he lowered his 
bucket down into it, Yusuf held on to it and the 
man rescued him and felt happy, f&e & j!uu 
(What good news! Here is a boy)." 


Allah's statement, 


Ar.\ . >.j 




So they hid him as merchandise, 

Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas commented, 

"is in reference to Yusuf's brothers, who hid the 
news that he was their brother. 

Yusuf hid this news for fear that his brothers 
might kill him and preferred to be sold instead. 

Consequently, Yusuf's brothers told the water 
drawer about him and that man said to his 
companions, ("What good news! 
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Here is a boy"), a slave whom we can sell. 
Therefore, Yusuf's own brothers sold him." 

Allah's statement, 


p ^ ) jjjll&jt-J UaJ ^lll j 

And Allah was the All-Knower of what they did. 

states that Allah knew what Yusuf's brothers, and 
those who bought him, did. He was able to stop 
them and prevent them from committing their 
actions, but out of His perfect wisdom He decreed 
otherwise. He let them do what they did, so that 
His decision prevails and His appointed destiny 
rules, 

L/j All! ’J &Mj y&J a! Vt 


Surely, His is the creation and commandment. 
Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the all that exists! 
(7:54) 

This reminds Allah's Messenger Muhammad, that Allah 
has perfect knowledge in the persecution that his people 
committed against him and that He is able to stop them. 
However, He decided to give them respite, then give 
Muhammad the victory and make him prevail over them, 
just as He gave Yusuf victory and made him prevail over 
his brothers. 


Allah said next, 




And they sold him for a Bakhs price, - for a few Dirhams 

in reference to Yusuf's brothers selling him for a 
little price, according to Mujahid and Ikrimah. 

Bakhs' means decreased, just as Allah the 
Exalted said in another Ayah, 

laAj ila 


shall have no fear, either of a Bakhs (a 
decrease in the reward of his good deeds) 
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or a Rahaq (an increase in the 
punishment for his sins). (72:13) 

meaning that Yusuf's brothers exchanged him for 
a miserably low price. Yet, he was so insignificant 
to them that had the caravan people wanted him 
for free, they would have given him for free to 
them! 

Ibn Abbas, Mujahid and Ad-Dahhak said that, 

(And they sold him), is in reference to 
Yusuf's brothers. They sold Yusuf for the lowest 
price, as indicated by Allah's statement next, 

sjjjx* fAljJ (for a few Dirhams), 

twenty Dirhams, according to Abdullah bin 
Mas' ud. 

Similar was said by Ibn Abbas, Nawf Al-Bikali, As- 
Suddi, Qatadah and Atiyah Al-Awfi, who added 
that they divided the Dirhams among themselves, 
each getting two Dirhams. 

( Y • ) (jjJA I jJI a 1 j 

And they were of those who regarded him insignificant. 

Ad-Dahhak commented on Allah's statement, 

"Because they had no knowledge of his 
Prophethood and glorious rank with Allah, the 
Exalted and Most Honored." 


a I J±a qa al jlLuil 

liTj aJjpJjj jf 1 Vn 

12:21 And he (the man) from Egypt who bought 
him, said to his wife: "Make his stay comfortable, 
maybe he will profit us or we shall adopt him as a 
son." 
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(Jjjtl A a\* \\j I t—fljoijjl 1 'Ka c^ljlSj 

Thus did We establish Yusuf in the land, that We 
might teach him the interpretation of events. 

'jj&l V 0,111! J&! a o £Ij ?J lt Jo yii All! J 

And Allah has full power and control over His 
affairs, but most of men know not. 

(_J jij tilllS j Laic. j HLa. aliil oAjujf ill j 

12:22 And when he (Yusuf) attained his full 
manhood. We gave him wisdom and knowledge (the 
Prophethood), thus We reward the doers of good. 


Yusuf in Egypt 


Allah tells: 

A^^yay (j-a dI JLjjI t s&\ JIS j 

And he (the man) from Egypt who bought him, said to 
his wife: 


Allah mentions the favors that He granted Yusuf, 
peace be on him, by which He made the man 
from Egypt who bought him, take care of him and 
provide him with a comfortable life. He also 
ordered his wife to be kind to Yusuf and had good 
hopes for his future, because of his firm righteous 
behavior. 

He said to his wife, 

123 j a j! I v»Vm ^jf ^joic. alj!la 

Make his stay comfortable, maybe he will profit us or we 
shall adopt him as a son. 
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The man who bought Yusuf was the minister of 
Egypt at the time, and his title was Aziz. 

Abu Ishaq narrated that Abu Ubaydah said that Abdullah 
bin Mas' ud said, 

"Three had the most insight: 

• the Aziz of Egypt, who said to his wife, 

(Make his stay comfortable...), 

• the woman who said to her father, ^4 ^ 
9jaAj!ui! (o my father! Hire him...), (28:26) 

• Abu Bakr As-Siddiq when he appointed 
Umar bin Al-Khattab to be the Khalifah 
after him, may Allah be pleased with them 
both." 

Allah said next that just as He saved Yusuf from his 
brothers, 

... ^jVi acsj... 

Thus did We establish Yusuf in the land, 
in reference to Egypt, 

CjUjlta-Vl (Jjjtj (jr* 4 4 * \\j 


that We might teach him the interpretation of events. 

the interpretation of dreams, according to 
Mujahid and As-Suddi. 

Allah said next, 

... Jc. t_4li Wj ... 

And Allah has full power and control over His affairs, 

if He wills something, then there is no averting 
His decision, nor can it ever be stopped or 
contradicted. Rather, Allah has full power over 
everything and everyone else. 
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Sa'id bin Jubayr said while commenting on Allah's 
statement, 

"He does what ever He wills." 

Allah said, 

(y >) ^ o-UB jst b$-Sj ... 


but most of men know not. 

meaning, have no knowledge of Allah's wisdom 
with regards to His creation, compassion and 
doing what He wills. 

Allah said next, 


^Ij Lalj 


And when he attained, 

in reference to Prophet Yusuf, peace be upon him, 


his full manhood, 

sound in mind and perfect in body, 

... tiJpj ... 

We gave him wisdom and knowledge, 

which is the Prophethood that Allah sent him with 
for the people he lived among, 

(Y Y) Qijuja. A\ 

thus We reward the doers of good. 

because Yusuf used to do good in the obedience 
of Allah the Exalted. 
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l_jI jjVI cliqlc. j (jc. Igjuj (ji jA Ajjij'jj 

dB cluA ciBU j 

12:23 And she, in whose house he was, sought to 
seduce him (to do an evil act), and she closed the 
doors and said: "Come on, O you." 

V 4j j jxo Jjjui^. 1 Alii cUtla 'Jli 

He said: "I seek refuge in Allah! Truly, he is my 
Rabb! He made my living in a great comfort! Verily, 
the wrongdoers will never be successful." 


Wife of the Aziz loves Yusuf and plots against Him 


Allah tells: 

L_ll JjVl Civile, j 4_luSj ( jfc I ^ jA AjJjIjj 

And she, in whose house he was, sought to seduce him 
(to do an evil act), and she closed the doors, 

Allah states that the wife of the Aziz of Egypt, in 
whose house Yusuf resided and whose husband 
recommended that she takes care of him and be 
generous to him, tried to seduce Yusuf! She 
called him to do an evil act with her, because she 
loved him very much. Yusuf was very handsome, 
filled with manhood and beauty. She beautified 
herself for him, closed the doors and called him, 

cn i" jja cjUj ... 


and (she) said: "Come on, 0 you." 

But he categorically refused her call, 

<_5^J 4j) aIII liUxla Jli 

He said: "I seek refuge in Allah! Truly, he is my Rabb! 
He made my living in a great comfort!" 
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as they used to call the chief and master a 
'Rabb', Yusuf said to her, 'your husband is my 
master who provided me with comfortable living 
and was kind to me, so I will never betray him by 
committing immoral sins with his wife, 1 

(y v) ... 

Verily, the wrongdoers will never be successful. 

This was said by Mujahid, As-Suddi, Muhammad 
bin Ishaq and several others. 

The scholars differ in their recitation of, ^ (Hayta 
Laka), whereby Ibn Abbas, Mujahid and several other 
scholars said that it means that; 

she was calling him to herself. 

Al-Bukhari said; "Ikrimah said that, ^ cLa (Hayta 
Laka') means, 

'come on, 0 you', in the Aramaic language." 

Al-Bukhari collected this statement from Ikrimah 
without a chain of narration. 

Other scholars read it with the meaning, 

' I am ready for you'. 

Ibn Abbas, Abu Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami, Abu 
Wa'il, Ikrimah and Qatadah were reported to have 
read this part of the Ayah this way and explained 
it in the manner we mentioned, as 'I am ready 
for you'. 


** «^o > < ( Vt fl 1 k*'''' 0 0 

4_JJ (_£l J (jl 2 ±aA ^aij 

12:24 And indeed she did desire him, and he would 
have inclined to her desire, had he not seen the 
evidence of his Lord. 
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(j-a Ajt\ f.\ j (. jIjJI 4_iC. i_a 

J^3t 


a 


U^SJ 


Thus it was, that We might turn away from him evil 
and immoval sins. Surely, he was one of Our 
Mukhlasin servants. 


Allah tells: 


(jlA^jj j j_jt Vji fAj ClbaA Jalj 

And indeed she did desire him, and he would have 
inclined to her desire, had he not seen the evidence of 
his Lord. 

This is about the thoughts that cross the mind, according 
to Al-Baghawi who mentioned this opinion from some of 
the analysts. 

Al-Baghawi next mentioned here a Hadith that he 
narrated from Abdur Razzaq, from Ma'mar, from 
Hammam, from Abu Hurayrah, from the Messenger of 
Allah, 


*Uil 

<3 IajjjSH 1 Ljji tAjiaa. <3 IajjuSU isS^- f“A 121 


L^Sjj U«jl3 c 4 V. .'-V UjjiSli ' ^ ^Js 4 Vi> nj ^A (jlj 

l gjLaJ ' g T'f- 


Allah the Exalted said, 

'If my slave intends to perform a good deed, 
then record it for him as one good deed; if he 
performs it, then record it for him multiplied ten 
folds. 

If he intends to commit an evil act but did not 
commit it, then record it for him as one good 
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deed, if he left it for My sake. But if he commits 
it, then write it as one evil deed.' 

This Hadith was also collected in the Two Sahihs 
using various wording, this is one of them. 

It was also reported that the Ayah means that; 

Yusuf was about to beat her. 

As for the evidence that Yusuf saw at that moment, 
there are conflicting opinions to what it was. 

Ibn Jarir At-Tabari said, 

"The correct opinion is that we should say that he 
saw an Ayah from among Allah's Ayat that 
repelled the thought that crossed his mind. This 
evidence might have been the image of Yaqub, or 
the image of an angel, or a divine statement that 
forbade him from doing that evil sin, etc.There 
are no clear proofs to support any of these 
statements in specific, so it should be left vague, 
as Allah left it. 


Allah's statement next, 


,• 1 lT'-n. all j £ jLull Aac. i_> aijj »Yv 


Thus it was, that We might turn away from him evil and 
immoral sins. 

means, 'Just as We showed him the evidence 
that turned him away from that sin, We save him 
from all types of evil and illegal sexual activity in 
all his affairs,' 

because, 


( Y i ) aaXk .all lajlac. ^jja Aal 

Surely, he was one of Our Mukhlasin servants. 

meaning, chosen, purified, designated, appointed 
and righteous. May Allah's peace and blessings be 
on him." 
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(j's .s ia-wjj U2ij cii^ij ujQi isajj 

c_OI 


12:25. So they raced with one another to the door, 
and she tore his shirt from the back. They both 
found her master (i.e. her husband) at the door. 


J 1 (J 


•it VI 


Ip 


a&L it' ,t 




jl sl ji 




CJlJtC. 


She said: "What is the recompense (punishment) 
for him who intended an evil design against your 
wife, except that he be put in prison or a painful 
torment!” 


C5^ l> CS^j'j 'JIS 

12:26 He (Yusuf) said: "It was she that sought to 
seduce me;” 


** b Zb * * & ' 4 1 t 0 f 0 , ^ ^ 4 " 

A ks~x\A*\ (jl l gJ&l ^ALuj Ag-joij 

(jjj/t S') jA j L_l3JU^a3 


and a witness of her household bore witness 
(saying): "If it be that his shirt is torn from the 
front, then her tale is true and he is a liar!" 


jA j l_1JCS3 .33 4 j^aJ^3 (jlS (J'j 

12:27 "But if it be that his shirt is torn from the 
back, then she has told a lie and he is speaking the 
truth!" 


i > 0^. * *4 1 " \\ b * * Zb*' b f" « £ 

(jS-liS 4_il Jl3 (j-« .33 4j^aj-a3 (_£l ^ Lai3 


12:28 So when he (her husband) saw his (Yusuf's) 
shirt torn at the back, he (her husband) said: 
"Surely, it is a plot of you women! 
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yc# b! 

Certainly mighty is your plot!" 

i* ' o * ' o # ^ 

l-Ub /jC. ^a^)C.| (._ SjujjJ 

12:29 "O Yusuf ! Turn away from this! 

ClllS tifij (_£ < jailLual j 

(O woman!) Ask forgiveness for your sin, verily, you 
were of the sinful." 


Allah tells: 


(_Aj3! (_$C1 Ia jlu Calf j ** ‘ lliblj ujGII LaiLul j 


So they raced with one another to the door, and she tore 
his shirt from the back. They both found her master (i.e. 
her husband) at the door. 

Allah says that Yusuf and the wife of the Aziz 
raced to the door, Yusuf running away from her 
and her running after him to bring him back to 
the room. She caught up with him and held on to 
his shirt from the back, tearing it so terribly that 
it fell off Yusuf's back. Yusuf continued running 
from her, with her in pursuit. However, they 
found her master, her husband, at the front door. 
This is when she responded by deceit and evil 
plots, trying to exonerate herself and implicate 
him, 

!c> 


She said: "What is the recompense (punishment) for him 
who intended an evil design against your wife..., 

in reference to illegal sexual intercourse, 

... u^-4 J % ... 


except that he be put in prison, 
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(Yo) uli ... 


or a painful torment. 

tormented severely with painful beating. 

Yusuf did not stand idle, but he declared the truth and 
exonerated himself from the betrayal she accused him 
of, 

... 'JS 


He (Yusuf) said, (in truth and honesty), 

... (l> gr* ... 

It was she that sought to seduce me, 

and mentioned that she pursued him and pulled 
him towards her until she tore his shirt. 


is A . ^ a jjlS (j) ' ^ uij 


And a witness of her household bore witness (saying): 
"If it be that his shirt is torn from the front...", 

not from the back, 


o . " 1 

... C ... 


then her tale is true, 

that he tried to commit an illegal sexual act with 
her. 

Had he called her to have sex with him and she 
refused, she would have pushed him away from 
her and tore his shirt from the front, 


( Y “l) (jjjplill! j ... 


and he is a liar! 

(Y V) i " is a . ^uJj 

But if it be that his shirt is torn from the back, then she 
has told a lie and he is speaking the truth! 
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Had Yusuf run away from her, and this is what 
truly happened, and she set in his pursuit, she 
would have held to his shirt from the back to 
bring him back to her, thus tearing his shirt from 
the back. 

There is a difference of opinion over the age and gender 
of the witness mentioned here. 

Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Ibn Abbas said that, 

"<> 'iALi (and a witness of her household bore 
witness), 

"was a bearded man," meaning an adult male. 

Ath-Thawri reported that Jabir said that Ibn Abi 
Mulaykah said that Ibn Abbas said, 

"He was from the king's entourage." 

Mujahid, Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi, 
Muhammad bin Ishaq and others also said that; 

the witness was an adult male. 

Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas said about Allah's 
statement, <> (and a witness of her 

household bore witness), 

"He was a babe in the cradle." 

Similar was reported from Abu Hurayrah, Hilal bin Yasaf, 
Al-Hasan, Sa' id bin Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim, 
that; 

the witness was a young boy who lived in the 
Aziz's house. 

Ibn Jarir At-Tabari preferred this view. 

Allah's statement, 




Ilia 


So when he saw his (Yusuf's) shirt torn at the back, 
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indicates that when her husband became certain 
that Yusuf was telling the truth and that his wife 
was lying when she heralded the accusation of 
betrayal at Yusuf, 




he said: "Surely, it is a plot of you women!..." 

He said, 'This false accusation and staining the 
young man's reputation is but a plot of many that 
you, women, have,' 


(Y A) (jl 


Certainly mighty is your plot! 

The Aziz ordered Yusuf, peace be upon him, to be 
discrete about what happened, 

4- - 0.- 0 . of>.> > 

1-Ub < _Sjuj 


O Yusuf ! Turn away from this! 

do not mention to anyone what has happened, 


And ask forgiveness for your sin, 
addressing his wife. 

The Aziz was an easy man, or gave excuse to his 
wife because she saw in Yusuf an appeal she 
could not resist. He said to her, 'Ask forgiveness 
for your sin, the evil desire that you wanted to 
satisfy with this young man, and then inventing 
false accusations about him,' 

( Y ) (jjjiaUkll i .—1 'T dill 

verily, you were of the sinful. 
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(jc. \J\ jj jjjjJI tliit jU AjjAaII o ^jjj 'JlSj 

^ j urja tsi \5k 1^2 ai ajo^j 


12:30 And women in the city said: "The wife of the 
Aziz is seeking to seduce her (slave) young man, 
indeed she loves him violently; verily, we see her in 
plain error." 


i *. * i =.. v° s . 0 11 0 •• T 0 \ *• t"' 

lAk (. i nc-lj t_iLai^l 


12:31 So when she heard of their accusation, she 
sent for them and prepared a banquet for them; 


# o '%■' o ®* » *11 1 ^ *** % ^ i ** 

j 


she gave each one of them a knife, and she said (to 
Yusuf): "Come out before them." 


& * " ok ' 0 J* * '0 * ",0 f ' « £ 't'i 

LM&W u 4 -yl J 


Then, when they saw him, they exalted him (at his 
beauty) and (in their astonishment) cut their hands. 


au V) lii a \'jZi lii a 41 'J&a. ’JSj 

They said: "How perfect is Allah! No man is this! 
This is none other than a noble angel!" 



12:32 She said: "This is he (the young man) about 
whom you did blame me, and I did seek to seduce 
him, but he refused. 




m ^ J r \' or 0 *' 0 1 . *r 

di 6 U UPJ 


And now if he refuses to obey my order, he shall 
certainly be cast into prison, and will be one of 
those who are disgraced." 
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C5^“ W Cs I U^' 

12:33 He said: "O my Lord! Prison is dearer to me 
than that to which they invite me. 

L> LP’ J U6^J c^- 

Unless You turn away their plot from me, I will feel 
inclined towards them and be one of the ignorant." 


S > ' <S > 0,'' '' -4 > " 4 JJO 4 -4 

^jA-lp 4_ic. c Ajj AJ t-jL^jjuola 

12:34 So his Lord answered his invocation and 
turned away from him their plot. 

jA AjI 

Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower. 


The News reaches Women in the City, Who also plot against 
lYusuf 


Allah states that the news of what happened between the wife 
of the 'Aziz and Yusuf spread in the city, that is, Egypt, and 
people talked about it, 


A 1 j-lxll ^2 bjjau (Jlij 


And women in the city said..., 

such as women of chiefs and princes said, while 
admonishing and criticizing the wife of the Aziz, 

A} 11?) jjc. IaIj 2 jjjjtll 

The wife of the Aziz is seeking to seduce her (slave) 
young man, 

she is luring her servant to have sex with her, 
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indeed she loves him violently; 

her love for him filled her heart and engulfed it, 

(r.) ^Ul'j215)... 


verily, we see her in plain error. 


by loving him and trying to seduce him. 




(So when she heard of their accusation,) especially their 
statement, "indeed she loves him violently." Muhammad 
bin Ishaq commented, "They heard of Yusuf's beauty and 
wanted to see him, so they said these words in order to 
get a look at him. " This is when, 

U£jl) CllXaljl 

she sent for them, 

invited them to her house, 

tfSa °- 1 ■fTj j ... 


and prepared a banquet for them. 

Ibn Abbas, Sa'id bin Jubayr, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, As-Suddi 
and several others commented that; 

she prepared a sitting room which had couches, 
pillows (to recline on) and food that requires 
knives to cut, such as citron. 

This is why Allah said next, 


... J 

and she gave each one of them a knife, 

as a part of her plan of revenge for their plot to 
see Yusuf, 
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... 06 ^ £ !£■' tlilllj 

and she said (to Yusuf): "Come out before them." 

for she had asked him to stay somewhere else in 
the house, 

... ^2 

Then, when, 

he went out and, 

AjjjSI AjjIj 


they saw him, they exalted him, 

they thought highly of him and were astonished 
at what they saw. 

... ... 

and (in their astonishment) cut their hands. 

They started cutting their hands in amazement at 
his beauty, while thinking that they were cutting 
the citron with their knives. 

Therefore, they injured their hands with the 
knives they were holding, according to several 
reports of Tafsir. 

Others said that; 

after they ate and felt comfortable, and after 
having placed citron in front of them, giving each 
one of them a knife, the wife of the Aziz asked 
them, "Would you like to see Yusuf?" 

They said, "Yes." 

So she sent for him to come in front of them and 
when they saw him, they started cutting their 
hands. 

She ordered him to keep coming and going, so 
that they saw him from all sides, and he went 
back in while they were still cutting their hands. 
When they felt the pain, they started screaming 
and she said to them, "You did all this from one 
look at him, so how can I be blamed? 
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(r >) jS ai. vi iia o! W iia c. <sj 'jm ... 

They said: "How perfect is Allah! No man is this! This is 
none other than a noble angel!" 

They said to her, "We do not blame you anymore 
after the sight that we saw." 

They never saw anyone like Yusuf before, for he, 
peace be upon him, was given half of all beauty. 

An authentic Hadith stated that the Messenger of Allah 
passed by Prophet Yusuf, during the Night of Isra' in the 
third heaven and commented, 

111 

He was given a half of all beauty. 

Mujahid and others said (they said): 

"We seek refuge from Allah, '1* 1 (No man is 
this!)" 

They said next, 

(n) JjjStsILVl °j) 

"This is none other than a noble angel!" 

She said: "This is he (the young man) about whom you 
did blame me..." 

She said these words to them so that they excuse 
her behavior, for a man who looks this beautiful 
and perfect, is worthy of being loved, she 
thought. 

She said, 

a> ' ■ nil A j.aSJ jjfc AjJjI J .Uj 

and I did seek to seduce him, but he refused, (to obey 
me). 
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Some scholars said that; 

when the women saw Yusuf's beauty, she told 
them about his inner beauty that they did not 
know of, being chaste and beautiful from the 
inside and outside. 


She then threatened him, 

(YY) x .all (j-a IjjSjIj ■ aj] Ua Jkaj ^ (jjlj 


And now if he refuses to obey my order, he shall 
certainly be cast into prison, and will be one of those 
who are disgraced. 

This is when Prophet Yusuf sought refuge with Allah from 
their evil and wicked plots, 

<j3l Cta Jl ‘ -1^.1 all uj (Jli 


He said: "O my Lord! Prison is dearer to me than that to 
which they invite me..." (illegal sexual acts), 


Unless You turn away their plot from me, I will feel 
inclined towards them, 

Yusuf invoked Allah: If You abandon me and I am 
reliant on myself, then I have no power over 
myself, nor can I bring harm or benefit to myself, 
except with Your power and will. Verily, You are 
sought for each and everything, and our total 
reliance is on You Alone for each and everything. 
Please, do not abandon me and leave me to rely 
on myself, for then, 

(YT) 1 j-a (j^J S u ^... 


"I will feel inclined towards them and be one of the 
ignorant." 

So his Lord answered his invocation. 
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Yusuf, peace be upon him, was immune from 
error by Allah's will, and He saved him from 
accepting the advances of the wife of the Aziz. He 
preferred prison, rather than accept her illicit call. 
This indicates the best and most perfect grade in 
this case, for Yusuf was youthful, beautiful and 
full of manhood. His master's wife was calling him 
to herself, and she was the wife of the Aziz of 
Egypt. She was also very beautiful and wealthy, 
as well as having a great social rank. He refused 
all this and preferred prison, for he feared Allah 
and hoped to earn His reward. 


^ jxjgill 4 jI QAAjS i _° j ■ 


and turned away from him their plot. Verily, He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Knower. 


It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of 
Allah said, 


IS UL U 'fji ^4 XxlLji 

s2l2c. ^ Uiu • 

Aj;« 121 Ajla • 

»AjS 

Ua 4_SU«juj U 4 a v gjg. v j • 

>>. ' = .. 

c A \ \ L ^QQ \ \ 

^_gj| Itjlis 1 . V J ** ^ '^ dlllj al^j-al 4 jC-2 • 

t2jl t_abk! 

filjJC- 1 aa 1 "\\\\ <dj| j • 


Allah will give shade to seven, on the Day when 
there will be no shade but His: 

• A just ruler, 


42 






• a youth who has been brought up in the 
worship of Allah, 

• a man whose heart is attached to the 
Masjid, from the time he goes out of the 
Masjid until he gets back to it, 

• two persons who love each other only for 
Allah's sake and they meet and part in 
Allah's cause only, 

• a man who gives charitable gifts so 
secretly that his left hand does not know 
what his right hand has given, 

• a man who refuses the call of a charming 
woman of noble birth for illicit intercourse 
with her and says: "I am afraid of Allah, 
and 

• a person who remembers Allah in 
seclusion and his eyes are then flooded 
with tears." 


UJ?. ljtj U iu I'i ^5 

12:35 Then it occurred to them, after they had seen 
the proofs (of his innocence), to imprison him for a 
time. 


Yusuf is imprisoned without Justification 


Allah tells, 

(VO) jjj^. C5-^ cllU^I 1 jt Uo (j-a lAj jaJ 

Then it occurred to them, after they had seen the proofs 
(of his innocence), to imprison him for a time. 

Allah says, 'Then it occurred to them that it 
would be in their interest to imprison Yusuf for a 
time, even after they were convinced of his 
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innocence and saw the proofs of his truth, 
honesty and chastity.' 

It appears, and Allah knows best, that they 
imprisoned him after the news of what happened 
spread. They wanted to pretend that Yusuf was 
the one who tried to seduce the Aziz's wife and 
that they punished him with imprisonment. This is 
why when the Pharaoh asked Yusuf to leave jail a 
long time afterwards, he refused to leave until his 
innocence was ascertained and the allegation of 
his betrayal was refuted. When this was 
successfully achieved, Yusuf left the prison with 
his honor intact, peace be upon him. 




12:36 And there entered with him two young men 
in the prison. 


j^f jij 'jis 

One of them said: "Verily, I saw myself (in a dream) 
pressing wine." 

'jsb i'j£. sj jt'J J. '>vi lPj 

The other said: "Verily, I saw myself (in a dream) 
carrying bread on my head and birds were eating 
thereof." 

(ja \j| \jj1j 

(They said): "Inform us of the interpretation of this. 
Verily, we think you are one of the doers of good." 
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Two Jail Mates ask Yusuf to interpret their Dreams 


Allah tells: 


(Jlij I j-ai. ^^jl jf UaA^^t (_JLs (jl-u2 (j^lull Ajla (JUj 

Aljjtjj l_mj Ala jllall J^tl (jjji ^1 

(V'l) jj^a Ul^)j ill 


And there entered with him two young men in the 
prison. One of them said: "Verily, I saw myself (in a 
dream) pressing wine." 

The other said: "Verily, I saw myself (in a dream) 
carrying bread on my head and birds were eating 
thereof." 


(They said): "Inform us of the interpretation of this. 
Verily, we think you are one of the doers of good." 

Qatadah said, 

"One of them was the king's distiller and the 
other was his baker." 


Each of these two men had a dream and asked 
Yusuf to interpret it for them. 


J (JjS ikPi t«$as VI USL& V 'Ji 

ULutj 

*• 

12:37 He said: "No food will come to you as your 
provision, but I will inform its interpretation before 
it comes. 

jc^C. Vaa LoflJl 

This is of that which my Lord has taught me. 
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^ U J* J 41U jjVj* V f °ji J\ 

ujJ^ 

Verily, I have abandoned the religion of a people 
that believe not in Allah and are disbelievers in the 
Hereafter." 

(jlS Ua \jl$. aIa Cl lit fll j 

f ^ o- iug J 

12:38 "And I have followed the religion of my 
fathers, - Ibrahim, Ishaq and Yaqub and never 
could we attribute any partners whatsoever to 
Allah. 

j&\ jjSJj ^tiii jc. j sic 4ii _s=2 > 

Oj'jSSv'o-fill 

This is from the grace of Allah to us and to mankind, 
but most men thank not. 


Yusuf calls His Jail Mates to Tawhid even before He interprets! 


Yusuf, peace be upon him, told the two men that he has 
knowledge in the interpretation of whatever they saw in their 
dream, and that he will tell them about the interpretation of the 
dreams before they become a reality. 

This is why he said, 

... Alytl H\ Ail IjJ fUJa Uiyt v JIS 

He said: "No food will come to you as your provision, but 
I will inform you of its interpretation, 

Mujahid commented, ^ (No food will 

come to you as your provision), this day, 
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I .aSjjl j (_jt (Jjl All jIjj V] 


but I will inform you of its interpretation before it 
comes. 


As-Suddi said similarly. 


^Aj aIIIj Aia CIiSjj 

(TV) jjjfilS °^A atj 


This is of that which my Lord has taught me. Verily, I 
have abandoned the religion of a people that believe not 
in Allah and are disbelievers in the Hereafter." 


Yusuf said that, this knowledge is from Allah Who 
taught it to me, because I shunned the religion of 
those who disbelieve in Him and the Last Day, 
who neither hope for Allah's reward nor fear His 
punishment on the Day of Return, 

L-Ij&juj Ala diajjlj 

And I have followed the religion of my fathers, - Ibrahim, 
Ishaq and Yaqub, 

Yusuf said, ' I have avoided the way of disbelief 
and polytheism, and followed the way of these 
honorable Messengers,' may Allah's peace and 
blessings be on them. 


This, indeed, is the way of he who seeks the path of 
guidance and follows the way of the Messengers, all the 
while shunning the path of deviation. It is he whose 
heart Allah will guide, teaching him what he did not 
know beforehand. It is he whom Allah will make an 
Imam who is imitated in the way of righteousness, and 
a caller to the path of goodness. 


Yusuf said next, 

j Lult All! (j;0 aIILj \j] La 


... u-tilt 


and never could we attribute any partners whatsoever to 
Allah. This is from the grace of Allah to us and to 
mankind, 
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this Tawhid -Monotheism-, affirming that there is 
no deity worthy of worship except Allah alone 
without partners, 

Liilc. 411 fj- qa 

is from the grace of Allah to us, 

He has revealed it to us and ordained it on us, 

... J&j ... 


and to mankind, 

to whom He has sent us as callers to Tawhid, 

(r a) aJJZi V j!Sl ... 

but most men thank not. 

they do not admit Allah's favor and blessing of 
sending the Messengers to them, but rather, 

Jjlll 'Jj 1 jklj |'Ja£ 411 1 jli 

Have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief, 
and caused their people to dwell in the house of 
destruction. (14:28) 


-1^.1 jll All! 

jiiai. 

12:39 "O two companions of the prison! Are many 
different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One, the 
Irresistible!" 

J lA IUJ % Ajji Qj&Z a 

Alii 'Jjjt n 

12:40 "You do not worship besides Him but only 
names which you have named (forged) - you and 
your fathers - for which Allah has sent down no 
authority. 
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*31 Vi £k2! o! 

The command is for none but Allah. 

JoBi ^£1! m V) 1j&3 V! 

He has commanded that you worship none but Him; 
that is the straight religion, but most men know 
not.” 



Allah tells: 


■ all Ll 


O two companions of the prison! 

Prophet Yusuf went on calling his two prison companions 
to worship Allah alone, without partners, and to reject 
whatever is being worshipped instead of Him like the 
idols, which were worshipped by the people of the two 
men, Yusuf said, 

jt^ni .1^.1 jii 4111 ^ 

Are many different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One, 
the Irresistible! 


to Whose grace and infinite kingdom everything 
and everyone has submitted in humiliation. 


A 


jlX 


Jlj ^aJJI LA j-a_U 


\\ 

LA U £. 


LajujI Vj Uc 


"You do not worship besides Him but only names which 
you have named (forged) - you and your fathers - 

Prophet Yusuf explained to them next that it is 
because of their ignorance that they worship false 
deities and give them names, for these names 
were forged and are being transferred from one 
generation to the next generation. They have no 
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proof or authority that supports this practice, 
hence his statement to them, 

jjUaLj tgj aUI Ca 

for which Allah has sent down no authority, 
or proof and evidence. 

... vj i vi 'Ja t vi ^sk3i o!... 


The command is for none but Allah. He has commanded 
that you worship none but Him; 

He then affirmed that the judgement, decision, 
will and kingdom are all for Allah alone, and He 
has commanded all of His servants to worship 
none but Him. 

He said, 


... ^21 ^1 ... 


that is the straight religion, 

'this, Tawhid of Allah and directing all acts of 
worship at Him alone in sincerity, that I am 
calling you to is the right, straight religion that 
Allah has ordained and for which He has revealed 
what He wills of proofs and evidences,' 

(t *) v ... 


but most men know not. 


and this is why most of them are idolators, 




’jTj ^ISII 'J £t U j 


And most of mankind will not believe even if you 
eagerly desire it. (12:103) 
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J' 


k Ajj jLui U&kf U 


kST- 




lit 

jAl ^ia aJJ <> 'Jill ;jSt3 ',^A» jWi 

j hjAUoU 4_i2 ^ All 

12:41 "O two companions of the prison! As for one 
of you, he will pour out wine for his master to drink; 
and as for the other, he will be crucified and birds 
will eat from his head. Thus is the case judged 
concerning which you both did inquire." 


The Interpretation of the Dreams 


When Yusuf finished calling them, he started interpreting their 
dreams for them, Yusuf said, 

IjxA Ajj 8° aj3 UaS ^1 Caf ^jkLull Ij 

0 two companions of the prison! As for one of you, he 
will pour out wine for his master to drink; 

to the man who saw in a dream that he was 
pressing wine. He did not direct this speech at 
him, however, so that to lessen the grief of the 
other person. 

This is why he made his statement indirect, 

... aJj j^al! 'JflSa LJLka jkVI lltj ... 

and as for the other, he will be crucified and birds will 
eat from his head. 

which is the interpretation of the other man's 
dream in which he saw himself carrying bread 
above his head. 

Yusuf told them that the decision about their matter has 
already been taken and it shall come to pass. This is 
because the dream is tied to a bird's leg, as long as it is 
not truthfully interpreted. If it is interpreted, then it 
becomes a reality. 
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Ath-Thawri said that Imarah bin Al-Qa'qa' narrated that 
Ibrahim said that Abdullah bin Mas' ud said, 

"When they said what they said to him, and he 
explained their dreams to them, they replied, 
'We did not see anything at all.' This is when he 
said, 

(£ ^ ) (jLySdluJ <j3 (_£$ jloVl ... 

Thus is the case judged concerning which you 
both did inquire." 

The understanding in this is that he who claims that he 
saw a dream and was given its interpretation, then he 
will be tied to its interpretation, and Allah has the best 
knowledge. 

There is an honorable Hadith that Imam Ahmad 
collected from Mu'awiyah bin Haydah that the Prophet 
said, 

<■ " '■* a j di^yc. i 12s ^ j ^ 

The dream is tied to a bird's leg, as long as it is 
not interpreted. If it is interpreted, it becomes a 
reality. 


Aic- 1 AjI <j]a (Jlij 

12:42 And he said to the one whom he knew to be 
saved: "Mention me to your king." 

^ c : ~ \M Aj j £j_Lao2d]l aUoijtl 

But Shaytan made him forget to mention it to his 
master. So (Yusuf) stayed in prison a few (more) 
years. 
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Yusuf asks the King's Distiller to mention Him to the King 


Allah tells: 

jSj ollaitl liljj .lip. 


I aqA« Ajf jj2a (Jlij 

(i Y) (jjjjj A- ■ *aj (jplull ^ Llula 4j j 


And he said to the one whom he knew to be saved: 
"Mention me to your king." But Shaytan made him 
forget to mention it to his master. So (Yusuf) stayed in 
prison a few (more) years. 

Yusuf knew that the distiller would be saved. So 
discretely, so that the other man's suspicion that he 
would be crucified would not intensify, he said, ^ 

(Mention me to your King), asking him to mention his 
story to the king. 

That man forgot Yusuf's request and did not mention his 
story to the king, a plot from the devil, so that Allah's 
Prophet would not leave the prison. This is the correct 
meaning of, (But Shaytan made him 

forget to mention it to his master), 

that it refers to the man who was saved. 


As was said by Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ishaq 
and several others. 

As for, 'a few years', or, Bida' in Arabic, 

it means between three and nine, according to 
Mujahid and Qatadah. 

Wahb bin Munabbih said, 

"Ayub suffered from the illness for seven years, 
Yusuf remained in prison for seven years and 
Bukhtanassar (Nebuchadnezzar - Chaldean king 
of Babylon) was tormented for seven years." 
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£ 4 ^ H l 5 j cP! j 

CLL-uiAj 

12:43 And the king (of Egypt) said: "Verily, I saw 
(in a dream) seven fat cows, whom seven lean ones 
were devouring, and seven green ears of corn, and 
(seven) others dry. 


$0*2 ' 0 ' ' „ A' 

LLLuJ £JUjJ j <._fll ~N C- 


Oj j*S u! ^Vj J ^ jtf !o 


O notables! Explain to me my dream, if it be that 
you can interpret dreams." 


U-V* 1 ) *J p TnV 1 UaJ ^Jkl CllJLjJal I jlli 


12:44 They said: "Mixed up false dreams and we are 
not skilled in the interpretation of dreams." 


aLjIjj tit A*J j IXj J 


12:45 Then the man who was released, now at 
length remembered and said: "I will tell you its 
interpretation, so send me forth." 


CJJ4J J* dii Igj! CXXjJ 


' ', V' o " \ .* 0 - - . 4 " ^ 0 - 

J C_ 1 MUa i_fll £_AjoJ 

U-^ J! J f 


12:46 (He said): "O Yusuf, the man of truth! Explain 
to us seven fat cows whom seven lean ones were 
devouring, and seven green ears of corn, and 
(seven) others dry, that I may return to the people, 
and that they may know." 
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* -* o £ " " * - 1 ^ f" " * 0 " " -* " 0 *«• "' tl ** 

ojj^ 3 ^jAjL^a^. La3 u)^ (jjjjai £-1^ (jjC- U^ 

Ojl£t £. iUa V) *£&. 

12:47 (Yusuf) said: "For seven consecutive years, 
you shall sow as usual and that which you reap you 
shall leave it in the ears, (all) except a little of it 
which you may eat." 

Vj ~^ ^ La (jiSu ^IAjuj £Jjui LitJ ^JU ^ 

- i 

uy 


, 4 u^Vi &L Lull 


12:48 "Then will come after that, seven hard 
(years), which will devour what you have laid by in 
advance for them, (all) except a little of that which 
you have guarded (stored)." 

Aj ij CjUu Aj! fhz. tiUi Lxj ^j-a Jfc 




UJ> 

12:49 "Then thereafter will come a year in which 
people will have abundant rain and in which they 
will press (wine and oil)." 


Allah tells: 


£_b_uj i_ a\ -*■ t~- ^lui dll jkj £Jjoi (_£ jf (Jlij 

jjl ^ bCill L dlHajlj j Jy. dl!/Liiui 

(' r ) UJ^L^ 


And the king (of Egypt) said: "Verily, I saw (in a dream) 
seven fat cows, whom seven lean ones were devouring, 
and seven green ears of corn, and (seven) others dry. O 
notables! Explain to me my dream, if it be that you can 
interpret dreams." 
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The King of Egypt had a dream that Allah the Exalted 
made a reason for Yusuf's release from prison, with his 
honor and reputation preserved. When the king had this 
dream, he was astonished and fearful and sought its 
interpretation. He gathered the priests, the chiefs of his 
state and the princes and told them what he had seen in 
a dream, asking them to interpret it for him. They did 
not know its interpretation and as an excuse, they said, 

... pikf UjUliaf 1 jUS 

They said: "Mixed up false dreams, (which you saw), 

(£ £) (jj-alUxJ Uaj ... 

and we are not skilled in the interpretation of dreams. 

They said, had your dream been a vision rather 
than a mixed up false dream, we would not have 
known its interpretation. 

.Ixj jSjlj I aq Xa (_£ I cjlij 

Then the man who was released, now at length 
remembered and said: 

The man who was saved from the two, who were 
Yusuf's companions in prison, remembered. 
Shaytan plotted to make him forget the request 
of Yusuf, to mention his story to the king. Now, 
years later, he remembered after forgetfulness 
and said to the king and his entourage, 

Ijt ... 

I will tell you its interpretation, 
the interpretation of this dream, 

(£o) jjLfJi... 

so send me forth. 

to the prison, to Yusuf, the man of truth. 

So they sent him, and he said to Yusuf, 
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Ijuflt ll «g]| Igjf C jlujj 


0 Yusuf, the man of truth! Explain to us... 
and mentioned the king's dream to him. 

dlitilui <• jLa-C. £lui jjUaxu dlljij £±ui .. 

jjj-aLu jJjAjII CjbuiAj ^ 

(") 


...seven fat cows whom seven lean ones were 
devouring, and seven green ears of corn, and 
(seven) others dry, that I may return to the 
people, and that they may know." 


Yusuf's Interpretation of the King's Dream 


This is when Yusuf, peace be upon him, told the interpretation 
of the dream, without criticizing the man for forgetting his 
request that he had made to him. Neither did he make a 
precondition that he be released before explaining the meaning. 
Rather, 

tjtj (jjjjoi (jjC-jjj (Jts 

(Yusuf) said: "For seven consecutive years, you shall 
sow as usual) 

'you will receive the usual amount of rain and 
fertility for seven consecutive years.' 

Fie interpreted the cows to be years, because 
cows till the land that produce fruits and 
vegetables, which represent the green ears of 
corn in the dream. 

Fie next recommended what they should do during these 
fertile years, 

( £ V) jjjSlj Cala ibais V) a s j jUai 

jlAiii £-1 uj liita (jja 

and that (the harvest) which you reap you shall leave it 
in the ears, (all) except a little of it which you may eat. 
Then will come after that, seven hard (years), 
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He said, 'Whatever you harvest during those 
seven fertile years, leave it in the ears so as to 
preserve it better. This will help the harvest stay 
healthy longer, except the amount that you need 
to eat, which should not be substantial. Stay 
away from extravagance, so that you use what 
remains of the harvest during the seven years of 
drought that will follow the seven fertile years.' 

This was represented by the seven lean cows that eat 
the seven fat cows. During the seven years of drought, 
they will eat from the harvest they collected during the 
seven fertile years, as represented by the dry ears of 
corn in the dream. Yusuf told them that during these 
years, the remaining ears will not produce anything and 
whatever they try to plant, will not produce any harvest, 
so he said, 


(£ A) Ua (jStj 

which will devour what you have laid by in advance for 
them, (all) except a little of that which you have guarded 
(stored). 

( f ^ j ^-3?J dlUt ; A.i3 J jkj (jja 

"Then thereafter will come a year in which people will 
have abundant rain and in which they will press (wine 
and oil)." 

He delivered the good news to them that after the 
consecutive years of drought, there will come a 
fertile year, during which people will receive rain 
and the land will produce in abundance. The 
people will then press wine and oil as usual. 


Ml JSj 

12:50 And the king said: "Bring him to me." 
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L 5 U a A 3 US ' 4 j J& 'JIS UjLjl! i;ik OB 

c^J u] UfcJAJ' u*-^ LS^’ ?J^' 

But when the messenger came to him, (Yusuf) said: 
"Return to your king and ask him, 'What happened 
to the women who cut their hands Surely, my Lord 
(Allah) is Well-Aware of their plot."" 

cf. yy/j a osa=i u ju 

12:51 (The king) said (to the women): "What was 
your affair when you did seek to seduce Yusuf." 

e- jjuj AjIc. 1 ‘ixijc. IB aB (jilB. <jB 

The women said: "Allah forbid! No evil know we 
against him!" 


\1 yji 


^1 Cilia 

\sl\\ (jBi Ajj J AjOdSi ^jc- 


The wife of the Aziz said: "Now the truth is manifest 
(to all); it was 1 who sought to seduce him, and he 
is surely of the truthful. " 

iikt p J, ^ blk 

12:52 (Then Yusuf said: "I asked for this inquiry) in 
order that he may know that I betrayed him not in 
(his) absence." 

^ lS& V aUI Jjt j 

And, verily, Allah guides not the plot of the 
betrayers. 

12:53 "And I free not myself (from the blame). 
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Jfj U H\ fp. 1U S'jllV '(jill oJ 

Verily, the self is inclined to evil, except when my 
Lord bestows His mercy (upon whom He wills). 

IS & 

r^j a 

Verily, my Lord is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 


The King investigates what happened between the Wife of the| 
\ziz, the Women in the City, and Yus 11 


Allah narrates to us that when the king was conveyed the 
interpretation of his dream, he liked Yusuf's interpretation and 
felt sure that it was true. He realized the virtue of Prophet 
Yusuf, recognized his knowledge in the interpretation of dreams 
and valued his good conduct with his subjects in his country. 

... 4j^IM JITj 


The king said: "Bring him to me. 

' Release him from prison and bring him to me.' 

^l ijli CJa ... 

But when the messenger came to him, (Yusuf) said: 

"Return to your king, 

When the king's emissary came to Yusuf and 
conveyed the news of his imminent release, Yusuf 
refused to leave the prison until the king and his 
subjects declare his innocence and the integrity of 
his honor, denouncing the false accusation that 
the wife of the Aziz made against him. He wanted 
them to know that sending him to prison was an 
act of injustice and aggression, not that he 
committed an offense that warranted it. He said, 
(Return to your lord (i.e. king...), 
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The Sunnah of our Prophet praised Prophet Yusuf and 
asserted his virtues, honor, elevated rank and patience, 
may Allah's peace and blessings be on him. 

The Musnad and the Two Sahihs recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

Jla jl ^)jl jj»<s liEudlLj 

We are more liable to be in doubt than Ibrahim 
when he said, 




My Lord! Show me how You give life to the 
dead... (2:260) 




And may Allah send His mercy on Lut! He wished 
to have powerful support! If I were to stay in 
prison for such a long time as Yusuf did, I would 
have accepted the offer. 


In another narration collected by Ahmad from Abu 
Hurayrah, the Prophet said about Yusuf's statement, 



UJ 


I i'JJtii £JG U ytlul l ... 

(°*) ^ 


"...and ask him, 'What happened to the women 
who cut their hands Surely, my Lord (Allah) is 
Well-Aware of their plot.'" 




iJujI L«j ajL^AII (li JJl tljl ciuS jl 


If it was me, I would have accepted the offer 
rather than await my exoneration first. 


Allah said (that the king asked), 


aj. aSL j (jc. i _Lioijj 'ja 


He said, "What was your affair when you did seek to 
seduce Yusuf!" 
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The king gathered those women who cut their 
hands, while being hosted at the house of the 
wife of the Aziz. He asked them all, even though 
he was directing his speech at the wife of his 
minister, the Aziz in particular. 

He asked the women who cut their hands, l-a 
(What was your affair...), what was your story 
with regards to, CP ujJj'j J} (when you 
did seek to seduce Yusuf) on the day of the 
banquet? 


f. jjjj qa 4-jlc. 1 Laic. Ua (jla 

The women said: "Allah forbid! No evil know we against 
him!" 

The women answered the king, 'Allah forbid that 
Yusuf be guilty of this, for by Allah, we never 
knew him to do evil.' 


This is when, 

(j. .aa. j. tlllli 

The wife of the Aziz said: "Now the truth has 

Hashasa..." 


or the truth is manifest to all, according to Ibn 
Abbas, Mujahid and others. 

Hashasa also means, ' became clear and plain', 

(® ^ ‘(jd 4 jJj 5 y >iV' (jC- 'CjJjI j Ut 

it was I who sought to seduce him, and he is surely of 
the truthful. 

when he said, CP ^4j'j (It was she that 

sought to seduce me) (Ayah 26). 

c_u*3lj jalxJ lillj 

in order that he may know that I betrayed him not in 
(his) absence. 
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She said, ' I admit this against myself so that my 
husband knows that I did not betray him in his 
absence and that adultery did not occur. I tried to 
seduce this young man and he refused, and I am 
admitting this so that he knows I am innocent,' 

(o\) jjjjjUkll AjS V aIII J 3 ... 

... 

And, verily, Allah guides not the plot of the betrayers. 
And I free not myself (from the blame). 

She said, 'I do not exonerate myself from blame, 
because the soul wishes and lusts, and this is 
what made me seduce him,' for, 

... 'Ji'j a Vi f 2j&V bi ... 

Verily, the (human) self is inclined to evil, except when 
my Lord bestows His mercy (upon whom He wills). 

whom Allah the Exalted wills to grant them 
immunity, 


(° r ) jjfe Jij U ... 

Verily, my Lord is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

This is the most viable and suitable understanding for 
the continuity of the story and the meanings of Arabic 
speech. 

Al-Mawardi mentioned this in his Tafsir, in support of it, 
it was also preferred by Imam Abu Al-Abbas Ibn 
Taymiyyah who wrote about it in detail in a separate 
work. 

It was said Yusuf peace be upon him is the one who said, 

... Ail! p J\ fiki liL 

in order that he (the Aziz) may know that I 
betrayed him not, (with his wife), in (his) 

absence, until the end of Ayah (53) 
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He said, ' I sent back the emissary, so that the king 
would investigate my innocence and the Aziz be certain 
that, (I betrayed him not), with his wife, 

(jjjjli]) 'i£ V (jfj (jn (his) absence. And, verily, 
Allah guides not the plot of the betrayers).' 

This is the only explanation presented by Ibn Jarir At- 
Tabari and Ibn Abi Hatim, but the first view is stronger 
and more obvious because it is a continuation of what 
the wife of the Aziz said in the presence of the king. 

Yusuf was not present at all during this time, for he was 
released later on and brought to the king by his order. 


JIT, 

12:54 And the king said: "Bring him to me that I 
may attach him to my person." 

Jjj Up £21 afi! Jli XJSL llli 

Then, when he spoke to him, he said: "Verily, this 
day, you are with us high in rank and fully trusted." 

jVl 'JIS 

12:55 (Yusuf) said: "Set me over the storehouses of 
the land; I will indeed guard them with full 
knowledge." 


Yusuf's Rank with the King of Egypt 


Allah states that when he became aware of Yusuf's innocence 
and his innocence of what he was accused of, 

4 ‘ .alaJi j.J ■ -dlall (Jlij 

And the king said: "Bring him to me that I may attach 
him to my person." 
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'that I may make him among my close aids and 
associates,' 


... iCJS&Ja... 


Then, when he spoke to him, 

when the king spoke to Yusuf and further 
recognized his virtues, great ability, brilliance, 
good conduct and perfect mannerism, 

(Ot) qJ ^ 'fJA\ J13... 

he said: "Verily, this day, you are with us high in rank 
and fully trusted." 

The king said to Yusuf, 'You have assumed an 
exalted status with us and are indeed fully 
trusted. 1 

Yusuf, peace be upon him said, 

(®°) cPJ LM 

(Yusuf) said: "Set me over the storehouses of the land; I 
will indeed guard them with full knowledge." 

Yusuf praised himself, for this is allowed when 
one's abilities are unknown and there is a need to 
do so. He said that he is, (Hafiz), an honest 

guard, ( Alim), having knowledge and 

wisdom about the job he is to be entrusted with. 

Prophet Yusuf asked the king to appoint him as 
minister of finance for the land, responsible for 
the harvest storehouses, in which they would 
collect produce for the years of drought which he 
told them will come. He wanted to be the guard, 
so that he could dispense the harvest in the 
wisest, best and most beneficial way. 

The king accepted Yusuf's offer, for he was eager to 
draw Yusuf close to him and to honor him. 
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Ciua. igV i jijj ^ <—flijj ^ j 

12:56 Thus did We give full authority to Yusuf in the 
land, to take possession therein, when or where he 
likes. 

' 0 t * . •* * T'- - ** •' 1 0 ' * i 

^)^.i 1 z j c-Lol) l (.. lu^a i $. LuU 

We bestow of Our mercy on whom We will, and We 
make not to be lost the reward of the good doers. 

ujAj Yy^c- oi$ Jp* ? j^-Vl jVV j 

12:57 And verily, the reward of the Hereafter is 
better for those who believed and had Taqwa. 


Yusuf's Reign in Egypt 


Allah said next, 


U±’Ji I ^ ^LSj 


Thus did We give full authority to Yusuf in the land, (in 
Egypt), 


iUjjj 




J 


to take possession therein, when or where he likes. 

As-Suddi and Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said 
that this part of the Ayah means, 

"To do whatever he wants therein." 

Ibn Jarir at Tabari said that it means, 

"He used to move about freely in the land after 
being imprisoned, suffering from hardship and the 
disgrace of slavery." 

Allah said next, 
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We bestow of Our mercy on whom We will, and We make 
not to be lost the reward of the good doers. 

Allah says here, We did not let the patience of 
Yusuf, from the harm his brothers exerted on him 
and being imprisoned because of the wife of the 
Aziz, to be lost. Instead, Allah the Exalted and 
Most Honored rewarded him with His aid and 
victory, 


Ui 1 






(oV) Qjaii (jjjS SjjiVI 


And We make not to be lost the reward of the good 
doers. And verily, the reward of the Hereafter is better 
for those who believed and had Taqwa. 

Allah states that what He has prepared for His 
Prophet Yusuf, peace be upon him, in the 
Hereafter is much greater, substantial and 
honored than the authority He gave him in this 
life. 


Allah said about His Prophet Suleiman (Solomon), 
peace be upon him, 


L_lL> ua. jjjlj tSLu>t jl (jLals lijOaC. I __Jk 
\\"a j)uia j jl <1 (jl j 


"This is Our gift, so spend or withhold, no 
account will be asked of you." And verily, 
for him is a near access to Us, and a good 
(final) return (Paradise). (38:39-40) 

Yusuf, peace be upon him, was appointed 
minister of finance by Ar-Rayyan bin Al-Walid, 
king of Egypt at the time, instead of the Aziz who 
bought him and the husband of she who tried to 
seduce him. 

According to Mujahid, the king of Egypt embraced 
Islam at the hands of Yusuf, peace be upon him. 




AJ j AjIc. 1 jJ Sj^.1 £.l^.j 

bjjSi 


12:58 And Yusuf's brethren came and they entered 
unto him, and he recognized them, but they 
recognized him not. 


o 4- f o # o A.* . f . Ml ' tt “ 3 . I ' ' ■»'.*' 1*1' 

Jia ^jl^j fA uij 

oApi ttj UP JJ J ojJ Vt 


12:59 And when he furnished them with their 
provisions, he said: "Bring me a brother of yours 
from your father. See you not that I give full 
measure, and that I am the best of the hosts!" 


ujaj£ Vj 5 a JJ jll 

12:60 "But if you bring him not to me, there shall be 
no measure (of corn) for you with me, nor shall you 
come near me." 


ojUu a j la i j& 

12:61 They said: "We shall try to get permission 
(for him) from his father, and verily, we shall do it." 


"(4^ LP j 

oJPji 4>' J! I*® &! 

12:62 And (Yusuf) told his servants to put their 
money into their bags, so that they might know it 
when they go back to their people; in order that 
they might come again. 
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Yusuf's Brothers travel to Egypt| 


Allah tells: 


(©A) 4] ja4-2^>*-2 f* jf r - 1 1 _SjjijJ a 




And Yusuf's brethren came and they entered unto him, 
and he recognized them, but they recognized him not. 

As-Suddi, Muhammad bin Ishaq and several others said 
that the reason why Yusuf's brothers went to Egypt, is 
that after Yusuf became minister of Egypt and the seven 
years of abundance passed, then came the seven years 
of drought that struck all areas of Egypt. The drought 
also reached the area of Kana'an (Canaan), where 
Prophet Yaqub, peace be upon him, and his children 
resided. 


Prophet Yusuf efficiently guarded the people's harvest 
and collected it, and what he collected became a great 
fortune for the people. This also permitted Yusuf to give 
gifts to the people who sought his aid from various areas 
who came to buy food and provisions for their families. 
Yusuf would not give a family man more than whatever a 
camel could carry, as annual provisions for them. 

Yusuf himself did not fill his stomach from this food, nor 
did the king and his aids eat except one meal a day. By 
doing so, the people could sustain themselves with what 
they had for the remainder of the seven years. Indeed, 
Yusuf was a mercy from Allah sent to the people of 
Egypt. 

Yusuf's brothers were among those who came to Egypt 
to buy food supplies, by the order of their father. They 
knew that the Aziz of Egypt was selling food to people 
who need it for a low price, so they took some 
merchandise from their land with them to exchange it for 
food. They were ten, because Yaqub peace be upon him 
kept his son and Yusuf's brother Binyamin with him. 
Binyamin was the dearest of his sons to him after Yusuf. 

When Prophet Yusuf's brothers entered on him in his 
court and the center of his authority, he knew them the 
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minute he saw them. However, they did not recognize 
him because they got rid of him when he was still young, 
and sold him to a caravan of travelers while unaware of 
their destination. They could not have imagined that 
Yusuf would end up being a minister, and this is why 
they did not recognize him, while he did recognize them. 

As-Suddi said that; 

Yusuf started talking to his brothers and asked 
them, "What brought you to my land?" 

They said, "0, Aziz, we came to buy provisions." 

He asked them, "You might be spies." 

They said, "Allah forbids." 

He asked them, "Where are you from?" 

They said, "From the area of Kana'an, and our 
father is Allah's Prophet Yaqub." 

He asked them, "Does he have other children 
besides you?" 

They said, "Yes, we were twelve brothers. Our 
youngest died in the desert, and he used to be 
the dearest to his father. His full brother is alive 
and his father kept him, so that his closeness 
compensates him for losing our youngest brother 
(who died)." 

Yusuf ordered that his brothers be honored and 
allowed to remain, 


... fA l!alj 

And when he furnished them with their provisions, 

according to their needs and gave them what 
they wanted to buy, 

... °jLyt JUi ... 

he said: "Bring me a brother of yours from your father. 
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he said to them, "Bring me your brother from 
your father's side whom you mentioned, so that I 
know that you have told me the truth." 

He continued, 

( 0< ') uA>^' ^j cs *J ujIp Vt... 

See you not that I give full measure, and that I am the 
best of the hosts! 

encouraging them to return to him. 

He then threatened them, 

(_£.lift (JjS ili Jfc jjU 

But if you bring him not to me, there shall be no 
measure (of corn) for you with me. 

He threatened them that if the next time they 
come without Binyamin with them, they will not 
be allowed to buy the food that they need, 

0 *) ••• 
(■n) ujklH tilj JGt ajc. ijl jL. 1 jUS 

"...nor shall you come near me." 

They said: "We shall try to get permission (for him) from 
his father, and verily, we shall do it." 

They said, 'We will try our best to bring him with 
us, so that we spare no effort to prove to you that 
we are truthful in what we told you about 
ourselves.' 

Allah said, 

... 


And (Yusuf) told his servants, (or his slaves), 




to put their money, 


71 


or the merchandise they brought with them to 
exchange for food, 


... ... 


into their bags, 

while they were unaware, 

131 ... 

so that they might know it when they go back to 
their people; 


0 Y ) 


in order that they might come again. 

It was said that Yusuf did this because he feared that his 
brothers might not have any more merchandise they 
could bring with them to exchange for food. 


U-jts Usui. y. uuL i jlii ji i jUj Ok 

iJ &\j ’JSj Glit tsc. 

12:63 So, when they returned to their father, they 
said: "O our father! No more measure of grain shall 
we get (unless we take our brother). So send our 
brother with us, and we shall get our measure and 
truly, we will guard him." 

03<> Jc. ^Sii.1 ZS V \ ‘Ji 'JI3 

12:64 He said: "Can I entrust him to you except as I 
entrusted his brother (Yusuf) to you aforetime! 

jA j Oai ^ 4^3 

But Allah is the Best to guard, and He is the Most 
Merciful of those who show mercy." 
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Yusuf's Brothers ask Yaqub's Pe rmission to send Their 

Brother Binyamin with Them to EgyptH 


Allah tells: 


... f&yi cPi 




US 


So, when they returned to their father, 

... Lpi licked gijis... 

they said: "O our father! No more measure of grain shall 
we get..." 

after this time, unless you send our brother 
Binyamin with us. 

(JjSi Ijjlx 


So send our brother with us, and we shall get our 
measure 

Some scholars read this Ayah in a way that means, 

'and he shall get his ration.' 

They said, 

(tr) y Uj ... 


and truly, we will guard him. 


'do not fear for his safety, for he will be returned 
back to you.' 


This is what they said to Ya'qub about their 
brother Yusuf, 


<1 tjlj l—Utljj I .it Ljjt-a Alyijl 


"Send him with us tomorrow to enjoy 
himself and play, and verily, we will take 
care of him." (12:12) 

This is why Prophet Yaqub said to them, 
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... 'JjS qa Je. j£Si.t °(Ja JIS 

He said: "Can I entrust him to you except as I entrusted 
his brother (Yusuf) to you aforetime! 

He asked them, 'Will you do to him except what 
you did to his brother Yusuf before, when you 
took him away from me and separated me from 
him.' 


But Allah is the Best to guard, and He is the Most 
Merciful of those who show mercy. 

Yaqub said, 'Allah has the most mercy with me 
among all those who show mercy, He is 
compassionate with me for my old age, 
feebleness and eagerness for my son. I invoke 
Allah to return him to me, and to allow him and I 
to be together; for surely, He is the Most Merciful 
of those who show mercy.' 


Oil 0 ,, > o > £■" ' <2 } ' ' o % - a > ^ 

-ijl jJaj I j a ixi I LaJj 

12:65 And when they opened their bags, they found 
their money had been returned to them. 


jXftjj IjjII lliA j 1 x JJt \>x\ oAJb C5 Jtlu Ua UUL 

ISA aji 'JA jfijTj Oil 0*1 

They said: "O our father! What (more) can we 
desire! This, our money has been returned to us; so 
we shall get (more) food for our family, and we 
shall guard our brother and add one more measure 
of a camel's load. This quantity is easy (for the king 
to give).” 
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.=Uf* i*:.o ' . S' o 0 f 1 'tit 

All) ^ .ail*.* 4_Lyjj) (ji (JlS 

12:66 He (Yaqub) said: "I will not send him with 
you until you swear a solemn oath to me in Allah's 
Name, that you will bring him back to me unless 
you are yourselves surrounded (by enemies),” 

U£j 'JjSs U Jc. All! 'JIS yi; M 

And when they had sworn their solemn oath, he 
said: "Allah is the Witness to what we have said." 


They find Their Money returned to Their Bags 


Allah says 


tijjj ^ t~ ’ -v. ’ r \ \ q 


And when they opened their bags, they found their 
money had been returned to them. 

Allah says, when Yusuf's brothers opened their bags, 
they found their merchandise inside them, for Yusuf had 
ordered his servants to return it to their bags. When 
they found their merchandise in their bags, 

Ua UUt U 1 jlli ... 


They said: "0 our father! What (more) can we desire...", 
what more can we ask for, 

UJ) CjJj Ijjc. 1 ■ ^aJ alJt) 

This, our money has been returned to us; 

Qatadah commented (that they said), 

"What more can we ask for, our merchandise was 
returned to us and the Aziz has given us the 
sufficient load we wanted." 
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They said next, 


l&l 




so we shall get (more) food for our family, 

' if you send our brother with us the next time we 
go to buy food for our family,' 

(JjS UUkt laLa.'j 

and we shall guard our brother and add one more 
measure of a camel's load. 

since Yusuf, peace be upon him, gave each man a 
camel's load of corn. 


( 10 ) 


This quantity is easy (for the king to give). 


They said these words to make their case more 
appealing, saying that taking their brother with 
them is worth this gain, 




He (Yaqub (Jacob)) said: "I will not send him with you 
until you swear a solemn oath to me in Allah's 
Name..."), 

until you swear by Allah with the strongest oath, 

... jiLikj j vi 


that you will bring him back to me unless you are 
yourselves surrounded (by enemies), 

unless you were all overwhelmed and were 
unable to rescue him, 


A a jjl Lois 


And when they had sworn their solemn oath, 
he affirmed it further, saying, 
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he said: "Allah is the Witness to what we have said." 
Ibn Ishaq commented, 

"Yaqub did that because he had no choice but to 
send them to bring necessary food supplies for 
their survival. So he sent Binyamin with them." 


L-jI jj! °qa 1 j LsJ j c_jIj qa 1 V 'Jl5j 

© ''*» “ttt ^ 0 ** '•?*$ 

^ja Ail) *»S 1C ) La j A9^}2La 

12:67 And he said: "O my sons! Do not enter by one 
gate, but enter by different gates, and I cannot 
avail you against Allah at all. 

JSjiE a 2 c.j cJSjj 4i yi J) 

ojSjis 

Verily, the decision rests only with Allah. In Him, I 
put my trust and let all those that trust, put their 
trust in Him." 

0*0.' .0. * ' ?.,(>' o » i', ' . $ Y 

.->g 1 C xJ La ^A^-a) (_Lli. ^ja LaJj 

IjbljLai L_J^^9 A^.1^. V) Cy* 

12:68 And when they entered according to their 
father's advice, it did not avail them in the least 
against (the will of) Allah; it was but a need of 
Yaqub's inner self which he discharged. 

y (jja jsf ‘jjj ;ix&. u ^ _,a &j 

And verily, he was endowed with knowledge 
because We had taught him, but most men know 
not. 
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Ya q ub orders His Children to enter Egypt from Different! 


Allah tells: 


And he said: "O my sons! Do not enter by one gate, but 
enter by different gates, 

Allah says that Yaqub, peace be upon him, 
ordered his children, when he sent Binyamin with 
them to Egypt, to enter from different gates 
rather than all of them entering from one gate. 

Ibn Abbas, Muhammad bin Ka'b, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and several others said that; 

he feared the evil eye for them, because they 
were handsome and looked beautiful and 
graceful. He feared that people might direct the 
evil eye at them, because the evil eye truly 
harms, by Allah's decree, and brings down the 
mighty warrior-rider from his horse. 

He next said, 


<311 m £ V- Uaj 

and I cannot avail you against Allah at all. 

this precaution will not resist Allah's decision and 
appointed decree. 

Verily, whatever Allah wills, cannot be resisted or 
stopped, 

(iv) JTjP ajLj cl3£j 3 <31 V) £131 u! ... 

(jja <111 jj-a *«-- ^\* \ jjH La ^A j-al ‘Lua. (jx 1 jllj llalj 

...HULaS (jji&j <-i.H Vi 


"Verily, the decision rests only with Allah. In Him, I put 
my trust and let all those that trust, put their trust in 
Him." 
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And when they entered according to their father's 
advice, it did not avail them in the least against (the will 
of) Allah; it was but a need of Yaqub's inner self which 
he discharged, 


as a precaution against the evil eye, 


... sisjb. jatfij... 


And verily, he was endowed with knowledge because We 
had taught him, 

According to Qatadah and Ath-Thawri, 

he had knowledge that he implemented. 

Ibn Jarir said that this part of the Ayah means, 
he has knowledge that We taught him, 

(1 A) 'Cjj&u V 'J& ... 

but most men know not. 


til Jll olkf Ajl] jj L_flljjjj ^glc. 1 tiJ j 

l-AJ (JjJJlLj ^la 

12:69 And when they went in before Yusuf, he took 
his brother (Binyamin) to himself and said: "Verily, 
I am your brother, so grieve not for what they used 
to do." 


Yusuf comforts Binyamin 


Allah tells: 


UaJ .J ajrnj ill Uf (Jli sUkf <j3I (_JjI I— LuijJ 1 jikJ IJalj 

(^ ) U_ 9 ^ a5 H ^ 


And when they went in before Yusuf, he took his brother 
(Binyamin) to himself and said: "Verily, I am your 
brother, so grieve not for what they used to do." 
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Allah states that when Yusuf's brothers went in 
before him along with his full brother Binyamin, 
he invited them to a place of honor as privileged 
guests. He granted them gifts and generous 
hospitality and kindness. He met his brother in 
confidence and told him the story of what 
happened to him and that he was in fact his 
brother. He said to him, ' (grieve not) nor 

feel sad for what they did to me.' 

He ordered Binyamin to hide the news from them 
and to refrain from telling them that the Aziz is 
his brother Yusuf. He plotted with him to keep 
him in Egypt enjoying honor and great hospitality. 


^ Ajla-udJi ^g Lai3 

12:70 So when he furnished them forth with their 
provisions, he put the bowl in his brother's bag. 

" * \' -* o 1' * * ' * ' 2 it 

jjxJI ^ 

Then a crier cried: "O you (in) the caravan! Surely, 
you are thieves!" 

^jjAaaj uLo I jLal j I jJla 

12:71 They, turning towards them, said: "What is it 
that you have lost?" 

U j I J J -^ a 1 jlli 

12:72 They said: "We have lost the bowl of the king 
and for him who produces it is (the reward of) a 
camel load; and I will be bound by it." 
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Yusuf had His Gol den Bowl placed in Binyamin's Bag; a Plot to| 

keep Him in Egypfl . v , ~ • ' J *. ' *' v ;‘ .*j 


Allah tells: 


(jjf ^9 AjUUI ^ V-' 


So when he furnished them forth with their provisions, 
he put the bowl in his brother's bag. Then a crier cried: 

After Yusuf supplied them with their provisions, he 
ordered some of his servants to place his silver bowl (in 
Binyamin's bag), according to the majority of scholars. 

Some scholars said that the king's bowl was made from 
gold. 

Ibn Zayd added that according to Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, 
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd, 

the king used it to drink from, and later, 
measured food grains with it since food became 
scarce in that time, 

Shu'bah said that Abu Bishr narrated that Sa'id bin 
Jubayr said that Ibn Abbas said that; 

the king's bowl was made from silver and he used 
it to drink with. Yusuf had the bowl placed in 
Binyamin's bag while they were unaware, and 
then had someone herald, 

(v.) °^l 1 l^Et... 


O you (in) the caravan! Surely, you are thieves! 




They, turning towards them, said: 

They looked at the man who was heralding this 
statement and asked him, 


(V^) 'Jj T q ~' | jLa 
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... ^IjLi 1 jUS 


"What is it that you have lost" 

They said: "We have lost the bowl of the king...", 
which he used to measure food grains, 


and for him who produces it is a camel load; 
as a reward, 

(VY) j»jc. j 4 j IjIj ... 


and I will be bound by it. 

as assurance of delivery of the reward. 


Uj li a aM 1 jlli 

<jA>“ 

12:73 They said: "By Allah! Indeed you know that 
we came not to make mischief in the land, and we 
are no thieves!" 

jl ftjl ja. 1 

12:74 They said: "What then shall be the penalty of 
him, if you are (proved to be) liars." 

aj! Aik j kkj <_> ftj j=v Ijili 

12:75 They (Yusuf's brothers) said: "His penalty 
should be that he, in whose bag it is found, should 
be held for the punishment (of the crime). Thus we 
punish the wrongdoers!" 
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QA ft'Jji lii 

A^f 

-• **-" 

12:76 So he (Yusuf) began (the search) in their 
bags before the bag of his brother. Then he brought 
it out of his brother's bag. 

VI tlO jjj (jj jltjj jis U Uj£ ^ 

JdULSj 

Thus did We plan for Yusuf. He could not take his 
brother by the law of the king (as a slave), except 
that Allah willed it. 

>* *' • • # *i« - ..0 ^ ^ " " " * -*a 

^JJC- jzlf. j £ LuU l \ > 

We raise to degrees whom We will, but over all 
those endowed with knowledge is the All-Knowing 
(Allah). 


After Yusuf's servants accused his brothers of theft, 

(Vf) (jjSjljai IjS Uoj fjgi iia jj 1:na. Ca ^alc. -la] aIIIj 1 jlli 

They said: "By Allah! Indeed you know that we came not 
to make mischief in the land, and we are no thieves! 

' Ever since you knew us, you, due to our good 
conduct, became certain that, o^j>n ^ AuiljJ Ilia. Ca 
IjS Uj (we came not to make mischief in the 
land, and we are no thieves!). 

They said, 'Theft is not in our character, as you 
came to know.' 

Yusuf's men said, 


SJIJ2. 


Uai IjUS 


They said: "What then shall be the penalty of him, 
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in reference to the thief, if it came out that he is 
one of you, 


( v *) ul... 


if you are (proved to be) liars. 


They asked them, 'What should be the thief's 
punishment if he is one of you!' 


'(Vo) 


They said: "His penalty should be that he, in whose bag 
it is found, should be held for the punishment. Thus we 
punish the wrongdoers!" 


This was the law of Prophet Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, that the thief be given as a slave to the 
victim of theft. This is what Yusuf wanted, and 
this is why he started with their bags first before 
his brother's bag, to perfect the plot, 




s-lfcj JjS t-di 


So he (Yusuf) began (the search) in their bags 
before the bag of his brother. 

S-Lc-J (jjfl “I aJ ... 


Then he brought it out of his brother's bag. 

Therefore, Yusuf took Binyamin as a slave 
according to their judgement and the law which 
they believed in. 

So Allah said; 


t Q . .^\\ (j T : T Y 


Thus did We plan for Yusuf. 

and this is a good plot that Allah likes and 
prefers, because it seeks a certain benefit using 
wisdom and the benefit of all. 
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Allah said next, 


He could not take his brother by the law of the king, 

as a captive, for this was not the law of king of 
Egypt, according to Ad-Dahhak and several other 
scholars. 

Allah only allowed Yusuf to take his brother as a 
captive after his brothers agreed to this 
judgement beforehand, and he knew that this 
was their law. 


... <111 J Vi ... 


except that Allah willed it. 

This is why Allah praised him when He said, 

We raise to degrees whom We will, 
just as He said in another Ayah, 

(jjjll Alii 

Allah will exalt in degree those of you who 
believe. (58:11) 

Allah said next, 

(VI) fV lS? (jjflj .. 


but over all those endowed with knowledge is the All 
Knowing. 

Al-Hasan commented, 

"There is no knowledgeable person, but there is 
another person with more knowledge until it ends 
at Allah the Exalted and Most Honored." 
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In addition, Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Sa'id bin 
Jubayr said, that we were with Ibn Abbas when he 
narrated an amazing Hadith. 

A man in the audience said, 'All praise is to Allah! 
There is an all-knowing above every person 
endowed with knowledge.' 

Ibn Abbas responded, 'Worse it is that which you 
said! Allah is the All-Knowing and His knowledge 
is above the knowledge of every knowledgeable 
person.' 

Simak narrated that Ikrimah said that Ibn Abbas said 
about Allah's statement, ls j cP (but over all 

those endowed with knowledge is the All-Knowing 
(Allah), 

"This person has more knowledge than that 
person, and Allah is above all knowledgeable 
persons." 

Similar was narrated from Ikrimah. 

Qatadah said, 

"Over every person endowed with knowledge is a 
more knowledgeable person until all knowledge 
ends with Allah. Verily, knowledge started from 
Allah, and from Him the scholars learn, and to 
Him all knowledge returns." 

Abdullah bin Mas' ud read the Ayah this way, 

((*^ Jj2j) "And above every scholar, is the 

All-Knower (Allah)." 


?• *o <* A £ f " " o <•-* o o " * ® Ai s* 

£1 (jjwi j j] ijJla 

12:77 They (Yusuf's brothers) said: "If he steals, 
there was a brother of his (Yusuf) who did steal 
before (him)." 


86 






0 fi * i' 0*0+' 0*' • S ** j! 4 ^ " £-4 

tAAiJ jxij AjoiSJ ^_2 i l&^)jajl3 

But these things did Yusuf keep in himself, 
revealing not the secrets to them. 

(jjL^gj Uu °->Tc.f aIII j 'JIS 

He said (within himself): "You are in an evil 
situation, and Allah is the Best Knower of that 
which you describe!" 


Yusuf's Brothers accuse Him of Theft! 


Allah tells that after Yusuf's brothers saw that the king's bowl 
was taken out of Binyamin's bag, 

(Jj3 qa a5 £•! jaj ci 

They said: "If he steals, there was a brother of his who 
did steal before. 


They tried to show themselves as innocent from 
being like Binyamin, saying that he did just like a 
brother of his did beforehand, meaning Yusuf, 
peace be upon him! 


Allah said, 


o.-. . > . > > 4- S - ft 

^ <■ ajoi jj LA j^ula ... 


But these things did Yusuf keep in himself, 

meaning the statement that he said afterwards, 
i.e., 

'Jli lALuJ 

revealing not the secrets to them. 

(VV) UaJ jalc-f aUIj lilies yt L 

You are in an evil situation, and Allah is the Best 
Knower of that which you describe! 
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Yusuf said this to himself and did not utter it 
aloud, thus intending to hide what he wanted to 
say to himself even before he said it. 

Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas said about Allah's 
statement, A (But these things did Yusuf 

keep in himself), 

$ ' , 0 A *f 

"He kept in himself (his statement next), 

(You are in an evil 
situation, and Allah is the Best Knower of that 
which you describe!)." 


1 ai jjj Ut aJ q \ I^jLj 1 jlli 

& 'Sj \1\ Ail£* 


12:78 They said: "O Aziz! Verily, he has an old 
father (who will grieve for him); so take one of us 
in his place. Indeed we think that you are one of the 
doers of good." 


lit o >nc. 124. j ,> yi jib j 4 ii jii 






12:79 He said: "Allah forbid, that we should take 
anyone but him with whom we found our property. 
Indeed (if we did so), we should be wrongdoers." 


Yusuf's Brothers offer taking One of Them instead 
iBinyamin as a Slave, Yusuf rejects the Offer 


When it was decided that Binyamin was to be taken and kept 
with Yusuf according to the law they adhered by, Yusuf's 
brothers started requesting clemency and raising compassion in 
his heart for them, 

... t d <1 (jl jj> 3! l^it U ljUS 

They said, "0 Aziz! Verily, he has an old father..." 
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who loves him very much and is comforted by his 
presence from the son that he lost, 

... 


so take one of us in his place. 

instead of Binyamin to remain with you, 

(V A) Cj ,'3, l ,, ' v ^ Lil 

Indeed we think that you are one of the doers of good. 

the good doers, just, and accepting fairness. 

6 .lie. lAc-lia jjl Alll AUoa 'Jli 

He said: "Allah forbid, that we should take anyone but 
him with whom we found our property...", 

according to the judgement that you gave for his 
punishment, 

(v<\) 'jj^U^SriUj... 

Indeed, we should be wrongdoers. 

if we take an innocent man instead of the guilty 
man. 


t £ \ * 'Yo * °* f \°Z° * « £ 

11 I J) t rO I 4_La I jjujUlIjuj' LoAS 

12:80 So, when they despaired of him, they 
consulted in private. 

' * i *:.o a o ~f <<i iti'l $ { ■ * -to z o -tf o * ? £.'*<<• 

laj^a -tSj'C. .1^.1 .A3 ^A>UI (jl l^aAx_] ^sAl (JL3 

' . * Jtl ' ' ’f 1 I 4 ' * • 0 <M s •» \' •**<=*• - 

J*' CJ? 1 0^ C5# J 3 ^ u^j 

ai * 5 ^ ja j J ^ J J J 

The eldest among them said: "Know you not that 
your father did take an oath from you in Allah's 
Name, and before this you did fail in your duty with 
Yusuf. Therefore I will not leave this land until my 
father permits me, or Allah decides my case and He 
is the Best of the judges. 
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Uj Xh ^ U wk ' jljfi J!' jVj 

'(jJaik yjia OS Uj tXJc. Oj V! Gjfri 

12:81 "Return to your father and say, ' O our father! 
Verily, your son has stolen, and we testify not 
except according to what we know, and we could 
not know the Unseen! 

dlj fea \M Ji 'JsJlj IjjitjSydt ^j2l JLJj 

1 A 

12:82 "And ask (the people of) the town where we 
have been, and the caravan in which we returned; 
and indeed we are telling the truth." 


Yusuf's Brothers consult Each Oth er in Confidence; the 

Advice Their Eldest Brother gave Theml I. 


Allah tells: 


I jy j 1 4 X 3 1 jjojLluxI Luk 


So, when they despaired of him, they consulted in 
private. 

Allah narrates to us that Yusuf's brothers were 
desperate because they could not secure the 
release of their brother Binyamin, even though 
they had given a promise and sworn to their 
father to bring him back. They were unable to 
fulfill their promise to their father, so, (in 

private), away from people's eyes, ^ (they 
consulted), among themselves, 

... JlS... 


The eldest among them said, 

and his name, as we mentioned, was Rubil, or Yahudha. 
He was the one among them who recommended 
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throwing Yusuf into a well, rather than killing him. So 
Rubil said to them, 


... aM Uj jx -li.! ,39 1 


Know you not that your father did take an oath from you 
in Allah's Name, 

that you will return Binyamin to him. 

However, you were not able to fulfill this promise. 

i_LuijJ ^3 jxilajS Ua 

and before this you did fail in your duty with 
Yusuf. 


... °u^... 


Therefore I will not leave this land, 
I will not leave Egypt, 


... lJ (J'l&'J**'... 


until my father permits me, 

allows me to go back to him while he is pleased 
with me, 

... ... 


or Allah decides my case, 

by using the sword, or, they says; by allowing me 
to secure the release of my brother, 

(A * ) JjXlUl j ... 


and He is the Best of the judges. 

He next ordered them to narrate to their father what happened 
so that they could present their excuse about that happened to 
Binyamin and as claim their innocence before him. 
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n«^ Uj vi Ucj u j od u i jijfi ji 


'j**j 


"Return to your father and say, 'O our father! Verily, 
your son has stolen, and we testify not except according 
to what we know, and we could not know the Unseen! 

Rubil said to them (to say to their father), 

( A ^ ) I c - 11*1) IjS Uo j 

and we could not know the Unseen! 

or, 'we did not know that your son had 
committed theft,' according to Qatadah and 
Ikrimah. 

Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that it means, 

'we did not know that Binyamin stole something 
that belonged to the king, we only stated the 
punishment of the thief,' 

... l& 4ljB jtUj 

And ask (the people of) the town where we have been, 

in reference to Egypt, according to Qatadah, or 
another town. 


ULaf jjjJIj ... 

and the caravan in which we returned, 

'about our truthfulness, honesty, protection and 
sincere guardianship, 


(AY) QjV' *IjI j 


and indeed we are telling the truth. 

in what we have told you, that Binyamin stole and 
was taken as a captive as compensation for his 
theft.’ 
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>» * - t» o ' A.* S. A o A.< o -ti - o ' «< <• 

(JjjQ'N JU/1^ 1^01 ^ 1) L_UJJUI (JJ (JL9 


12:83 He (Ya'qub) said: "Nay, but your own selves 
have beguiled you into something. So patience is 
most fitting (for me). 


jA AjJ Ikuk ^ J ^ 

May be Allah will bring them (back) all to me. Truly, 
He! Only He is All-Knowing, All-Wise." 


Jc. ILL 'Jllj °4^ Jy j 


12:84 And he turned away from them and said: 
"Alas, my grief for Yusuf!" 


y* c> “Ll 


And he lost his sight because of the sorrow that he 
was suppressing. 


jf LjajSk (jjL lLj jj jSLj L£ 

i> UJ^ 


12:85 They said: "By Allah! You will never cease 
remembering Yusuf until you become weak with old 
age, or until you be of the dead." 


a 4ii '(> j 4ii jj jjkj JL Cui 'ja 

OjLv 

12:86 He said: "I only complain of my grief and 
sorrow to Allah, and I know from Allah that which 
you know not." 


93 







Allah's Prophet Yaqub receives the Grievous News 


Allah's Prophet Yaqub repeated to his children the same words 
he said to them when they brought false blood on Yusuf shirt, 


... \"JJ ^ JIS 


He (Yaqub) said: "Nay, but your own selves have 
beguiled you into something. So patience is most fitting 
(for me). 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said, 

"When they went back to Yaqub and told him 
what happened, he did not believe them and 
thought that this was a repetition of what they 
did to Yusuf. So he said, ^ °<Jj 

J**?. (Nay, but your own selves have beguiled 
you into something. So patience is most fitting 
(for me). 

Some said that; since this new development 
came after what they did before (to Yusuf), they 
were given the same judgement to this later 
incident that was given to them when they did 
what they did (to Yusuf). Therefore, Yaqub's 
statement here is befitting, °Jj 

(J*a^ jj-aa (Nay, but your own selves have 
beguiled you into something. So patience is most 
fitting (for me). He then begged Allah to bring 
back his three sons: Yusuf, Binyamin and Rubil to 
him." 


Rubil had remained in Egypt awaiting Allah's decision 
about his case, either his father's permission ordering 
him to go back home, or to secure the release of his 
brother in confidence. This is why Yaqub said, 

jA AjI 1 y jjf Alii 

May be Allah will bring them (back) all to me. Truly, He! 
Only He is All-Knowing, 


in my distress, 
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(AT) 'fgaSi ... 


the All-Wise, 

in His decisions and the decree and 
preordainment He appoints. 

Allah said next, 


... ^ ^ cjta J (=^C. ^ jj j 

( A £ ) ~jja£ jjja alljc. du j ... 

And he turned away from them and said: "Alas, my grief 
for Yusuf!" 


He turned away from his children and 
remembered his old grief for Yusuf, 


i_S‘ uf lj ... 


Alas, my grief for Yusuf! 


The new grief, losing Binyamin and Rubil, 
renewed his old sadness that he kept to himself. 

Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ath-Thawri said that Sufyan 
Al-Usfuri said that Sa' id bin Jubayr said, 


"Only this nation (the following of Prophet 
Muhammad) were given Al-Istirja'. Have you not 
heard the statement of Yaqub, peace be upon 
him, 


a.,jja£ jj-a sLljC- ClidaJjlj t LuijJ lj 

(«j 


"Alas, my grief for Yusuf !" And he lost his sight 
because of the sorrow that he was suppressing." 

According to Qatadah and other scholars, 

Yaqub suppressed his sorrow and did not 
complain to a created being, 
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Ad-Dahhak also commented, 

"Yaqub was aggrieved, sorrowful and sad." 

Yaqub's children felt pity for him and said, while feeling sorrow 
and compassion, 

<■ SLui jj ailj 1 jUS 

They said: "By Allah! You will never cease remembering 
Yusuf, 

'you will keep remembering Yusuf, 

... UJ^ ... 

until you become weak with old age, 
until your strength leaves you,' 

(A©) QA ... 

or until you be of the dead. 

They said, ' if you continue like this, we fear for 
you that you might die of grief,' 

... 5011 J\ Ju CoS] JIS 

He said: "I only complain of my grief and sorrow to 

Allah." 

When they said these words to him, Yaqub said, 

(J^i (I only complain of my grief and 

sorrow) for the afflictions that struck me, ^ 

(to Allah) alone, 

(Al) V Ua Alii ^ja j 

and I know from Allah that which you know not. 

I anticipate from Allah each and every 
type of goodness. 1 
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Ibn Abbas commented on the meaning of, V U A2S qa -Jelj 
(and I know from Allah that which you know not), 

"The vision that Yusuf saw is truthful and Allah 
will certainly make it come true." 


Vj j ^ JJULUJ 

5^' £ JJ c> 

12:87 "O my sons! Go you and inquire about Yusuf 
and his brother, and never give up hope of Allah's 
mercy. 

'oJj& 1 Ki 21 ^ ZJJ ’A 

Certainly no one despairs of Allah's mercy, except 
the people who disbelieve." 

Ukij liA jj> 3I tjjL 1 jJll 42c 1 jkj lUa 

1 nlc- «aJj lH L_fljU 4r-l jJj_u j 

12:88 Then, when they entered unto him, they said: 
"O Aziz! A hard time has hit us and our family, and 
we have brought but poor capital, so pay us full 
measure and be charitable to us. 




Truly, Allah does reward the charitable." 


Yaqub orders His Children to inquire about Yusuf and His| 


Allah tells what Yaqub said to his children: 


ajI aIII 


^ J J U4 I V j A_i^l j i Lj jj I 


1 jjA^I U 


(AV) 'jj'JlSJl £21 V) <111 £jj ^ V 
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"O my sons! Go you and inquire about Yusuf and his 
brother, and never give up hope of Allah's mercy. 
Certainly no one despairs of Allah's mercy, except the 
people who disbelieve." 

Allah states that Yaqub, peace be upon him, 
ordered his children to go back and inquire about 
the news of Yusuf and his brother Binyamin, in a 
good manner, not as spies. He encouraged them, 
delivered to them the good news and ordered 
them not to despair of Allah's mercy. 

He ordered them to never give up hope in Allah, 
nor to ever discontinue trusting in Him for what 
they seek to accomplish. 

He said to them that only the disbelieving people 
despair of Allah's mercy. 


Yusuf's Brothers stand before Him 


Allah said next, 


AjIc. 1 CaS 


Then, when they entered unto him, 

when they went back to Egypt and entered upon 
Yusuf, 

... jLall USaIj \ 1 xa jj> 3| gi jlll 


they said: "O Aziz! A hard time has hit us and our 
family..." 


because of severe droughts and the scarcity of 
food, 


and we have brought but poor capital, 

means, 'we brought money for the food we want 
to buy, but it is not substantial,' according to 
Mujahid, Al-Hasan and several others. 
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Allah said that they said next, 


... cPl ... 


so pay us full measure, 

meaning, 'in return for the little money we 
brought, give us the full measure that you gave 
us before.’ 

Ibn Mas' ud read this Ayah in a way that means, 

"So give the full load on our animals and be 
charitable with us." 

Ibn Jurayj commented, 

"So be charitable to us by returning our brother 
to us." 

And when Sufyan bin Uyaynah was asked if the 
Sadaqah (charity) was prohibited for any Prophet before 
our Prophet, he said, 

"Have you not heard the Ayah, 

(jjj&j.Alii (jl Iffc. t<aJ j (JjSII 13 i—Sjti... 

(A*j 

so pay us full measure and be charitable to us. 
Truly, Allah does reward the charitable." 

Ibn Jarir At-Tabari collected this statement. 


(Jjlg •> j “aXalc- 'JIS 

12:89 He said: "Do you know what you did with 
Yusuf and his brother, when you were ignorant!" 


12:90 They said: "Are you indeed Yusuf!" 
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(> 42l 1at 3Jit t> ^ liij LiLji Ut Jli 

He said: "I am Yusuf, and this is my brother. Allah 
has indeed been gracious to us. 

" * o * ati ' o Z * * t j, " 3 t| £ 4 -4 o o <■' 

* <“' UP 

He who has Taqwa, and is patient, then surely, 
Allah makes not the reward of the good doers to be 
lost." 

ojuvi is 0 ; j as ys &J, a yiii i 

12:91 They said: "By Allah! Indeed Allah has 
preferred you above us, and we certainly have been 
sinners." 

fKf > j fS ’j£u f 'j?i ^ y 'J* 

<j±UA 

12:92 He said: "No reproach on you this day; may 
Allah forgive you, and He is the Most Merciful of 
those who show mercy! 


Yusu f reveals His True Identity to His Brothers and forgives| 
ThemH> 


Allah says, when Yusuf's brothers told him about the afflictions 
and hardship, and shortages in food they suffered from in the 
aftermath of the drought that struck them, and he remembered 
his father's grief for losing his two children, he felt compassion, 
pity and mercy for his father and brothers. He felt this way, 
especially since he was enjoying kingship, authority and power, 
so he cried and revealed his true identity to them when he 
asked them, 


(A<1) jl AjUj i _Ljjjj U -.A^jt~. (_Ja Jli 


He said: "Do you know what you did with Yusuf and his 
brother, when you were ignorant! 
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meaning, 'when you separated between Yusuf 
and his brother, 1 

jjklk ... 


when you were ignorant! 

He said, 'What made you do this is your 
ignorance of the tremendous sin you were about 
to commit. 1 

It appears, and Allah knows best, that Yusuf 
revealed his identity to his brothers only then by 
Allah's command, just as he hid his identity from 
them in the first two meetings, by Allah's 
command. When the affliction became harder, 
Allah sent His relief from that affliction, just as He 
said He does, 


1 jjjU _jj.ii.all jjli 

y£* u 

Verily, along with every hardship is relief. 
Verily, along with every hardship is relief. 
( 94 : 5 - 6 ) 

This is when they said to Yusuf, 


i_Lui jJ dull liljlf 1 jUS 


Are you indeed Yusuf, 

in amazement, because they had been meeting 
him for more than two years while unaware of 
who he really was. Yet, he knew who they were 
and hid this news from them. Therefore, they 
asked in astonishment, 

I j Ljlu jJ Ilf (JU t ~1i.ijJ dull infill 


Are you indeed Yusuf! He said: "I am Yusuf, and 
this is my brother..." 


Yusuf said next, 
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... 


'Allah has indeed been gracious to us. 

by gathering us together after being separated all 
this time,' 

(^ > ) j.yy aa. xll V AUI j ^Li jj a AjI 

... l£k <UI '£J\ ’ifl aIIIj 1 jUS 


"Verily, he who has Taqwa, and is patient, then surely, 
Allah makes not the reward of the good doers to be 
lost." 

They said: "By Allah! Indeed Allah has preferred you 
above us." 

They affirmed Yusuf's virtue above them, being 
blessed with beauty, conduct, richness, kingship, 
authority and, above all, Prophethood. 

(<n) o^i^si^dY... 

and we certainly have been sinners." 

They admitted their error and acknowledged that 
they made a mistake against him, 

^ jjii i_ijjpj v (jui 

He said: "No reproach on you this day." 

He said to them, 'There will be no blame for you 
today or admonishment, and I will not remind you 
after today of your error against me.' 

He then multiplied his generosity by invoking Allah for 
them for mercy, 

Y) aIII 

may Allah forgive you, and He is the Most Merciful of 
those who show mercy! 
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I CJU ^1 4k. j l-lk 1 jJA^I 

' O^t yjjSl'J 

12:93 "Go with this shirt of mine, and cast it over 
the face of my father, his vision will return, and 
bring to me all your family." 

LiLji jjjj VV JA •(£ J 'Ji lyJI CSj 
u}& J V'j3 ' 

12:94 And when the caravan departed, their father 
said: "I do indeed sense the smell of Yusuf, if only 
you think me not senile." 

^ a r. ~ jn ai 4K i ji 

12:95 They said: "By Allah! Certainly, you are in 
your old Dalai (error)." 


Yaqub finds the Scent of Yusuf in his Shirt! 


Allah tells about what Yusuf said to his brothers: 

I ^ Jrf^ * 1 -I 

"Go with this shirt of mine, 

Yusuf said, 'Take this shirt of mine, 

tlitj ... 


and cast it over the face of my father, his vision will 
return,' 

because Yaqub had lost his sight from excessive 
crying, 

(‘l Y) ... 

and bring to me all your family, 
all the children of Yaqub. 
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jjjill i " jI ,a3 l^alj 

And when the caravan departed, (from Egypt), 

... ’fAjit JIS ... 


their father said..., 

Yaqub, peace be upon him, said to the children 
who remained with him, 

0 *) J Vjl cP! ... 

' I do indeed feel the smell of Yusuf, if only you think me 
not senile. 

except that you might think me senile because of 
old age.’ 

Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ibn Abbas said, 

"When the caravan departed (from Egypt), a wind 
started blowing and brought the scent of Yusuf's 
shirt to Yaqub. He said, d Vjl <^1 

(I do indeed feel the smell of Yusuf, if only 
you think me not senile.) He found his scent from 
a distance of eight days away!" 

Similar was also reported through Sufyan Ath- 
Thawri and Shu'bah and others reported it from 
Abu Sinan. 

Yaqub said to them, uj^ d Vjl (if only you think me 
not senile). 

Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Ata, Qatadah and Sa'id bin Jubayr 
commented, 

"If only you think me not a fool!" 

Mujahid and Al-Hasan said that it means, 

"If only you think me not old." 

... 


They said: "By Allah! 
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Their answer to him was, 


(lo) ipEi... 

Certainly, you are in your old Dalai. 

meaning, 'in your old error,' according to Ibn 
Abbas. 

Qatadah commented, 

"They meant that, 'because of your love for 
Yusuf you will never forget him.' So they uttered 
a harsh word to their father that they should 
never have uttered to him, nor to a Prophet of 
Allah." 

Similar was said by As-Suddi and others. 


I Pjjll d 

12:96 Then, when the bearer of the good news 
arrived, he cast it (the shirt) over his face, and his 
vision returned. 

y UAia'ot. pu j\ ^3 -ja pi ju 

He said: "Did I not say to you, 'I know from Allah 
that which you know not!"" 

opki os a tipi a jS&j auL i jits 

12:97 They said: "O our father! Ask forgiveness 
(from Allah) for our sins, indeed we have been 
sinners." 

jA 4_il j j£x_Luj) i__a jjo) (JL3 

12:98 He said: "1 will ask my Lord for forgiveness 
for you, verily. He! Only He is the Oft-Forgiving, the 
Most Merciful." 
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Yahudha brings Yusuf's Shirt and Good News 


Allah tells: 




J Jjjli s-l^. (jf Lais 


Then, when the bearer of the good news arrived, he cast 
it (the shirt) over his face, and his vision returned. 


Ibn Abbas and Ad-Dahhak said; (good news), 

means information. 


Mujahid and As-Suddi said that; 

the bearer of good news was Yahudha, son of 
Yaqub. 

As-Suddi added, 

"He brought it (Yusuf's shirt) because it was he 
who brought Yusuf's shirt stained with the false 
blood. So he liked to erase that error with this 
good act, by bringing Yusuf's shirt and placing it 
on his father's face. His father's sight was 
restored to him." 

Ya'qub said to his children, 

(^ ) (jV Ua A-Ui qa ^j| (_)st jjl (Jli 

He said: "Did I not say to you, 'I know from Allah that 
which you know not'), 

that I know that Allah will return Yusuf to me and 
that, d (I do indeed feel 

the smell of Yusuf, if only you think me not 
senile). 


Yusuf's Brothers feel Sorry and Regretful 


This is when Yusuf's brothers said to their father, with humble¬ 
ness, 

(<i v) 11li£ 13) 12 lid li 1 jftl 

A) ^idjll jA Ail jiiiluf I_Sjj-u (Jli 
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"O our father! Ask forgiveness (from Allah) for our sins, 
indeed we have been sinners." He said: "I will ask my 
Lord for forgiveness for you, verily, He! Only He is the 
Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful." 

and He forgives those who repent to Him. 

Abdullah bin Mas'ud, Ibrahim At-Taymi, 'Amr bin Qays, 
Ibn Jurayj and several others said that; 

Prophet Yaqub delayed fulfilling their request until 
the latter part of the night. 


} 'JSj AjjJ Aj 31 jU jj 1 jl-kj CxSi 

411 C-ljO) (jl JJyiM 

12:99 Then, when they came in before Yusuf, he 
took his parents to himself and said: "Enter Egypt, if 
Allah wills, in security." 

i-'Z } ^ .,0 ^ A| 0' "k " 

).Wjai AJ ) Aj^ji 

12:100 And he raised his parents to the 'Arsh and 
they fell down before him prostrate. 

£•" \" X ' 0 *0 -o jl .* * | ^ t'* " " *< <*" 

^ UA 3 1> lHJJ U^j 

tk 

And he said: "O my father! This is the interpretation 
of my dream aforetime! My Lord has made it come 
true! 

' ^ o ' 0 ^ ^ ^ o. | ' ° f ° 

^ <JA> - 1 ] cjt? 

4 " ,o " ^ T •* f o' o '»i 

U^J U-KH' u' 

He was indeed good to me, when He took me out of 
the prison, and brought you (all here) out of the 
Bedouin life, after Shaytan had sown enmity 
between me and my brothers. 


107 





;'U£ UuU JSj o! 

Certainly, my Lord is the Most Courteous and Kind 
unto whom He wills. Truly, He! Only He is the All- 
Knowing, the All-Wise. 


Yusuf welcomes His Parents; His Dream comes True 


Allah tells: 


AjII (_£jl <■ aluji Jc. 1 CJa 

Then, when they came in before Yusuf, he took his 
parents to himself, 

Yusuf had asked his brothers to bring all of their family, 
and they all departed their area and left Kana'an to 
Egypt. When Yusuf received news of their approach to 
Egypt, he went out to receive them. 

The king ordered the princes and notable people to go 
out in the receiving party with Yusuf to meet Allah's 
Prophet Yaqub, peace be upon him. It is said that the 
king also went out with them to meet Yaqub. 

Yusuf said to his family, after they entered unto him and 
he took them to himself, 

J (jjjLol aIII e Ijuj (jj j * '~'f' 1 ^1 tjlij 

and said: "Enter Egypt, if Allah wills, in security." 

He said to them, 'enter Egypt 1 , meaning, 'reside 
in Egypt', and added, ' if Allah wills, in security', 
in reference to the hardship and famine that they 
suffered. 

4$ ij J (and he took his parents to himself), 

As-Suddi and Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said 
that; 
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his parents were his father and maternal aunt, as 
his mother had died long ago. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq and Ibn Jarir At-Tabari said, 

"His father and mother were both alive." 

Ibn Jarir added, 

"There is no evidence that his mother had died 
before then. Rather, the apparent words of the 
Qur'an testify that she was alive." 

This opinion has the apparent and suitable 
meaning that this story testifies to. 

Allah said next, 

... 

And he raised his parents to AI-'Arsh, 

According to Ibn Abbas, Mujahid and several others, 
he raised them to his bedstead where he sat. 

Allah said, 

I W , II I J 


and they fell down before him prostrate. 

Yusuf's parents and brothers prostrated before 
him, and they were eleven men, 

... ^ (jja Ijla cJ Ij tJllj ... 

And he said: "0 my father! This is the Ta'wil 
(interpretation) of my dream aforetime...", 

in reference to the dream that he narrated to his 
father before, ^ (I saw (in a 

dream) eleven stars...). (12:4) 

In the laws of these and previous Prophets, it was 
allowed for the people to prostrate before the men of 
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authority, when they met them. This practice was 
allowed in the law of Adam until the law of 'Isa, peace 
be upon them, but was later prohibited in our law. 

Islam made prostration exclusively for Allah Alone, the 
Exalted and Most Honored. The implication of this 
statement was collected from Qatadah and other 
scholars. 

When Mu'adh bin Jabal visited the Sham area, he found 
them prostrating before their priests. When he returned 
(to Al-Madinah), he prostrated before the Messenger of 
Allah, who asked him, 


? Ij lift Ua 


What is this, 0, Mu'adh? 

Mu'adh said, "I saw that they prostrate before 
their priests. However, you, O Messenger of Allah, 
deserve more to be prostrated before." 


The Messenger said, 

jjl of jjsll i 


y u 

1 /TV. j 


I 


CluS j] 


If I were to order anyone to prostrate 
before anyone else (among the creation), I 
would have ordered the wife to prostrate 
before her husband because of the 
enormity of his right on her. 

Therefore, this practice was allowed in previous 
laws, as we stated. 

This is why they (Yaqub and his wife and eleven 
sons) prostrated before Yusuf, who said at that 
time, 

.13 (Jj 3 jj-a ^Ijjj (Jjjtj 1 AJb Cluf 1_J 

0 my father! This is the Ta'wil of my dream 
aforetime! My Lord has made it come true! 
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using the word, 'Ta'wil', to describe what 
became of the matter, later on. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 

aIjjIj (Ja 

Await they just for its Ta'wil! On the Day 
the event is finally fulfilled..., (7:53) 

meaning, on the Day of Judgement what 
they were promised of good or evil will 
surely come to them. 

Yusuf said, 

... ^ Ja ... 


My Lord has made it come true! 


mentioning that Allah blessed him by making his 
dream come true, 


j.331 (j-a ‘ all jj. 




He was indeed good to me, when He took me out of the 
prison, and brought you (all here) out of the Bedouin 
life, 

out of the desert, for they lived a Bedouin life and 
raised cattle, according to Ibn Jurayj and others. 

He also said that they used to live in the Arava, 
Ghur area of Palestine, in Greater Syria. 

Yusuf said next, 

S-liioJ Uol i ° jjal (j) LWJ LY 1 


after Shaytan had sown enmity between me and my 
brothers. Certainly, my Lord is the Most Courteous and 
Kind unto whom He wills. 

for when Allah wills something, He brings forth its 
reasons and elements of existence, then wills it 
into existence and makes it easy to attain, 
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Truly, He! Only He is the All-Knowing, 
what benefits His servants, 


... JA ... 


. .) ... 


the All-Wise. 

in His statements, actions, decrees, 
preordainment and what He chooses and wills. 


12:101 "My Lord! You have indeed bestowed on me 
of the sovereignty, and taught me something of the 
interpretation of dreams - the (Only) Creator of the 
heavens and the earth! 

J UoIuLG J ^ J dljf 

u.rO 

You are my Wali in this world and in the Hereafter. 
Cause me to die as a Muslim, and join me with the 
righteous." 


Yusuf begs Allah to die as A Muslim 


Allah tells about Yusuf's invocation: 

pljldJI jLli iLjjlkVl JjJj 4- 1 J 

QiaJL-oIlj j Lcjjoix ? J>Vlj dill ^ tlut (jijVlj 

0-') 

"My Lord! You have indeed bestowed on me of the 
sovereignty, and taught me something of the 
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interpretation of dreams - the (Only) Creator of the 
heavens and the earth! You are my Wali in this world 
and in the Hereafter. Cause me to die as a Muslim, and 
join me with the righteous." 

This is the invocation of Yusuf, the truthful one, to his 
Lord the Exalted and Most Honored. He invoked Allah 
after His favor was complete on him by being reunited 
with his parents and brothers, after He had bestowed on 
him Prophethood and kingship. 

He begged his Lord the Exalted and Ever High, that as 
He has perfected His bounty on him in this life, to 
continue it until the Hereafter. 

He begged Him that, when he dies, he dies as a Muslim, 
as Ad-Dahhak said, and to join him with the ranks of the 
righteous, with his brethren the Prophets and 
Messengers, may Allah's peace and blessings be on them 
all. 

It is possible that Yusuf, peace be upon him, said this 
supplication while dying. 

In the Two Sahihs it is recorded that A'ishah, may Allah 
be pleased with her, said that while dying, the 
Messenger of Allah was raising his finger and said - 
thrice, 


0 Allah to Ar-Rafiq Al-A'la (the uppermost, 
highest company in heaven). 

It is also possible that long before he died, Yusuf begged 
Allah to die as a Muslim and be joined with the ranks of 
the righteous. 


cSEjll jj f l_u! dlfo 

12:102 That is of the news of the Ghayb (Unseen) 
which We reveal to you. 
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" A A*0 ' 0 } ' A ' o fo*io o ' ^ 4 " ^ 

UJJ^ J-°' ' J*^> t —^ 

You were not (present) with them when they 
arranged their plan together, and (while) they were 
plotting. 




t_ Ix^a 


J A 


°Jj J £1 U J 


12:103 And most of mankind will not believe even if 
you desire it eagerly. 

ijaaLxIS y) jA jl j^.1 (_> ^Liic. pg'U t M Uj 

12:104 And no reward you ask of them for it; it (the 
Qur'an) is no less than a Reminder unto the 
'Alamin (men and Jinn). 


This Story is a Revelation from Allah 


Allah says; 

lilill (_n*ll s-lijf (j.0 lilta 

That is of the news of the Ghayb (Unseen) which We 
reveal to you. 

Allah narrated to Muhammad, peace be upon him, 
the story of Yusuf and his brothers and how Allah 
raised him over them, giving him the better end, 
triumph, the sovereignty and wisdom (i.e., 
Prophethood), even though they tried to harm 
and kill him. 

Allah said, 'This and similar stories are part of 
the unseen incidents of the past, 0 Muhammad, 

4$ (which We reveal to you) and inform you 
of, 0 Muhammad, because it carries a lesson, for 
you to draw from and a reminder to those who 
defy you.' 
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Allah said next, 


Uaj 


'You were not (present) with them, 

you did not witness their conference nor saw 
them, 


j-af 1 jx .a^.1 jl 


when they arranged their plan together, 
to throw Yusuf into the well, 


P* Y ) 


lJ 


and (while) they were plotting. 

against him. We taught you all this through Our 
Revelation which We sent down to you.' 


Allah said in other Ayat, 


~ Y* lit jj jaL jl t" ijS Ua j 


You were not with them, when they cast 
lots with their pens. 

Jl 11 y ^ 31 <■ - ijlkJ <■" i jS Uaj 


And you were not on the western side, 
when We made clear to Musa the 
commandment... (28:44) unti , 

j] L-uUaj Uaj 


And you were not at the side of the Tur 
when We did call. (28:46) 


Allah also said, 

Ijj-jl?. agjlc. jfc jjj.la cW C5^ Ljlj ClijS Uaj 


And you were not a dweller among the 
people of Madyan, reciting Our verses to 
them. (28:45) 
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Allah states that Muhammad is His Messenger and that 
He has taught him the news of what occurred in the 
past, which carry lessons for people to draw from, so 
that they acquire their safety in their religious affairs as 
well as their worldly affairs. Yet, most people did not and 
will not believe, so Allah said, 


^ • V ^ (jjjba Jjxj 


‘jTj (jiUl t U.j 


And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it 
eagerly. 

Allah said in similar Ayat, 

Alii (Jjj.j .ti jjc. tlljijaJ I ^3 jj-a jjSf qI j 

And if you obey most of those on the earth, they 
will mislead you far away from Allah's path. 
(6:116) 

jjS! (jlS Uoj ^2 jjl 

Verily, in this is an Ayah, yet most of them are 
not believers. (26:8) 

Allah said next, 






And no reward you ask of them for it; 

Allah says, 'You, 0 Muhammad, do not ask them 
in return for this advice and your call to all that is 
good and righteous, for any price or 
compensation for delivering it. Rather, you do so 
seeking Allah's Face and to deliver good and 
sincere advice to His creatures, 

p.£) QxXJl ^jVl'jA'ul ... 


it (the Qur'an) is no less than a Reminder unto the 
'Alamin (men and Jinn). 

with which they remember, receive guidance and 
save themselves in this life and the Hereafter.' 
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4^ ujj 4 C5^ c> U^J 

- .* . 0 f 4 ' q,' 0 ^- 

1 g 1C- ^Jbj 

12:105 And how many a sign in the heavens and the 
earth they pass by, while they are averse 
therefrom. 

" A* o**^ o * " ^ *4 o % % ••t 0 f * 0 ^ 4 "" 

^A j 2(1 4_Llu 

12:106 And most of them believe not in Allah 
except that they attribute partners unto Him. 

jf a!]| lya AjJili. g ntj jt 1 jJ-oUl 

^ j>A J Aliij Ax-Luil) 

12:107 Do they then feel secure from the coming 
against them of the covering veil of the torment of 
Allah, or of the coming against them of the (Final) 
Hour, all of a sudden while they perceive not! 


People neglect to ponder the Signs before Them 


Allah says; 

I g -1C. j I g jl<~- Clll ^Lajoill ^3 4_ll jj-a (jjtflj 

0 * °) 

And how many a sign in the heavens and the earth they 
pass by, while they are averse therefrom. 

Allah states that most people do not think about 
His signs and proofs of His Oneness that He 
created in the heavens and earth. 

Allah created brilliant stars and rotating heavenly objects 
and planets, all made subservient. There are many plots 
of fertile land next to each other on earth, and gardens, 
solid mountains, lively oceans, with their waves 
smashing against each other, and spacious deserts. 
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There are many live creatures and others that have died; 
and animals, plants and fruits that are similar in shape, 
but different in taste, scent, color and attributes. 

All praise is due to Allah the One and Only, Who created 
all types of creations, Who Alone will remain and last 
forever. It is He Who is unique in His Names and 
Attributes. 

Allah said next, 

« "l) q j VI aIIL ^Jts jpSt jj Uaj 

And most of them believe not in Allah except that they 
attribute partners unto Him. 

Ibn Abbas commented, 

"They have a part of faith, for when they are 
asked, 'Who created the heavens? Who created 
the earth? Who created the mountains?' They 
say, 'Allah did.' Yet, they associate others with 
Him in worship." 

Similar is said by Mujahid, Ata, Ikrimah, Ash- 
Sha'bi, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and Abdur-Rahman 
bin Zayd bin Aslam. 

In the Sahih, it is recorded that; 

during the Hajj season, the idolators used to say 
in their Talbiyah: "Here we rush to Your service. 

You have no partners with You, except a partner 
with You whom You own but he owns not!" 

Allah said in another Ayah, 



Verily, joining others in worship with Allah is a 
great Zulm (wrong) indeed. (31:13) 

This indeed is the greatest type of Shirk, 
associating others with Allah in worship. 
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It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abdullah bin 
Mas' ud said, 

"I said, 'O Allah's Messenger! What is the 
greatest sin?' 

He said, 

jit, j | aU jV-v'i J 


That you call a rival to Allah while He alone 
created you." 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented on Allah's statement, 



not in Allah except that they attribute partners unto 
Him), 

"This is the hypocrite; if he performs good deeds, 
he does so to show off with the people, and he is 
an idolator while doing this." 

Al-Hasan was referring to Allah's statement, 

Ij-als IjIj aIII jj&A j jjjii.Lall jjl 

'u jj& Vj 'oJJJi 1 A 

5bB V] aIII 

Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive 
Allah, but it is He Who deceives them. And 
when they stand up for As-Salah, they 
stand with laziness and to be seen of men, 
and they do not remember Allah but little. 
(4:142) 

There is another type of hidden Shirk that most 
people are unaware of. 

Hammad bin Salamah narrated that Asim bin Abi An- 
Najud said that Urwah said, 

"Hudhayfah visited an ill man and saw a rope tied 

it off while reciting, 
(And most of them 


around his arm, so he ripped 
pAj V) fQlU Uj 
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believe not in Allah except that they attribute 
partners unto Him). 

In a Hadith, from Ibn Umar collected by At-Tirmidhi who 
said it was Hasan, the Prophet said, 

liljjoil Ali! 1 _$1^ O' 0 

He who swears by other than Allah, commits 

Shirk. 

Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud and other scholars of Hadith 
narrated that Abdullah bin Mas'ud said that the 
Messenger of Allah said, 

"jl 

Verily, Ar-Ruqa, At-Tama'im and At-Tiwalah 
are all acts of Shirk. 

In another narration collected by Ahmad and Abu 
Dawud, the Prophet said, 

J.13] lio Uj S'JUl 


Verily, At-Tiyarah (omen) is Shirk; everyone 
might feel a glimpse of it, but Allah dissipates it 
with Tawakkul." 

Allah said next, 


Alii L-llifc 1 JJl\ 


Do they then feel secure from the coming against them 
of the covering veil of the torment of Allah! 


Allah asks, ' Do these idolators who associate 
others with Allah in the worship, feel secure from 
the coming of an encompassing torment from 
where they perceive not!' 


* V) j j jt 


or of the coming against them of the (Final) Hour, all of 
a sudden while they perceive not! 
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Allah said in other Ayat, 

ji i aIii >_ q ; gal j jj! pi jjuaiii ijjSka jpli 

jj j jjr_p V >■" 1 la. 1 j J a 

- . 0 > > 4 - •* 0 &f'Z . o o f 

ps La3 j'a' ^3 p-bp jl 

j t_s j j jl ^!ijj (jli -_a pj Jc- ^aA-lkt: jt 


Do then those who devise evil plots feel secure 
that Allah will not sink them into the earth, or 
that the torment will not seize them from 
directions they perceive not! Or that He may 
catch them in the midst of their going to and 
from, so that there be no escape for them (from 
Allah's punishment)! Or that He may catch them 
with gradual wasting (of their wealth and health)! 

Truly, Your Lord is indeed full of kindness, Most 
Merciful. (16:45-47) 


and, 


(jjpij ^Aj tl_ij lijj (jl (_£ ^)s3! (JaI (jjatat 
(jjVrlj ^A j f_g *s LlkJitj JL (jl (_^^)all JaI (jjol jl 

Vl 4311 'JZ* 513 1 JJl I 


Did the people of the towns then feel secure 
against the coming of Our punishment by night 
while they were asleep! 

Or, did the people of the towns then feel secure 
against the coming of Our punishment in the 
forenoon while they were playing! 

Did they then feel secure against the plan of 
Allah! 


None feels secure from the plan of Allah except 
the people who are the losers. (7:97-99) 
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4>J ^ jf Js. ^ J! C5^ 15 

12:108 Say "This is my way; I invite unto Allah with 
sure knowledge, I and whosoever follows me. 

(j ya l_jt Alii ^jLaJu jjj 

And Glorified and Exalted be Allah. And I am not of 
the idolators." 


The Messenger's Way 


Allah tells His messenger to say: 


4iii; 


jLa-liu j ^\* nt (j^ij Ij! ejJj..aj Jc. Alii Jl jcvt ( _ g lj_i■ sJlA Ja 

/\ . a\ v.c . r-.f iv. 


Say "This is my way; I invite unto Allah with sure 
knowledge, I and whosoever follows me. And Glorified 
and Exalted be Allah. And I am not of the idolators." 


Allah orders His Messenger to say to mankind and the 
Jinns that this is his way, meaning, his method, path and 
Sunnah, concentrating on calling to the testimony that 
there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah alone 
without partners. 

The Messenger calls to this testimonial with sure 
knowledge, certainty and firm evidence. He calls to this 
way, and those who followed him call to what Allah's 
Messenger called to with sure knowledge, certainty and 
evidence, whether logical or religious evidence, 

Alii 'jl a. lx • j 


And Glorified and Exalted be Allah. 

This part of the Ayah means, I glorify, honor, 
revere and praise Allah from having a partner, 
equal, rival, parent, son, wife, minister or advisor. 
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All praise and honor be to Allah, glorified He is 
from all that they attribute to Him, 


t. (j-a (jlj ^_Lklilt dj j-jajgill a! g nn~' 

I jjlS AjI **■iij jjSJj a la^i gnuJ Vj 

'jj^ 


The seven heavens and the earth and all that is 
therein, glorify Him, and there is not a thing but 
glorifies His praise. But you understand not their 
glorification. Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, Oft- 
Forgiving. (17:44) 


jJ (J* to j 

LS'J*' 

12:109 And We sent not before you (as 
Messengers) any but men unto whom We revealed, 
from among the people of townships. 

Have they not traveled in the land and seen what 
was the end of those who were before them! 

(jjtjTaM 1 jiu! (jjjS! jIa!j 

And verily, the home of the Hereafter is the best for 
those who have Taqwa. Do you not then 
understand! 


All of the Prophets are Humans and Men 


Allah says; 

... ^1 Vlkj % 4111 IjLijt Uj 

And We sent not before you (as Messengers) any but 
men unto whom We revealed, 
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Allah states that He only sent Prophets and 
Messengers from among men and not from 
among women, as this Ayah clearly states. 

Allah did not reveal religious and legislative laws to any 
woman from among the daughters of Adam. This is the 
belief of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama' ah. 


Sheikh Abu Al-Hasan, AM bin Ismail Al-Ash'ari 
mentioned that; 


it is the view of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah, 

that there were no female Prophets, but there 
were truthful believers from among women. Allah 
mentions the most honorable of the truthful 
female believers, Maryam, the daughter of Imran, 
when He said, 


Alafj jll 4_La jjja i"Tv ja QjI ^ wnolt L« 


The Messiah (Tsa), son of Maryam (Mary), was no 
more than a Messenger; many were the 
Messengers that passed away before him. His 
mother was a Siddiqah (truthful believer). They 
both used to eat food. (5:75) 

Therefore, the best description Allah gave her is 

Siddiqah. 

Had she been a Prophet, Allah would have 
mentioned this fact when He was praising her 
qualities and honor. Therefore, Mary was a 
truthful believer according to the words of the 
Qur'an. 


All Prophets were Humans not Angels 


Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn 'Abbas commented on Allah's 
statement, Sfla.j Si] dLa qa Uj (And We sent not before you 
(as Messengers) any but men), 

"They were not from among the residents of the heaven 
(angels), as you claimed." 
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This statement of Ibn Abbas is supported by Allah 
statements, 

fUUi °^\ H\ c> i2u.jt Uj 

(jl JJJ^I ijy^A JJ 


And We never sent before you any of the 
Messengers, but verily, they ate food and walked 
in the markets. (25:20) 


^5^01^31 LSl&t j *122 (3-^^ \)> its -ic.^31 ^ 


And We did not create them with bodies that ate 
not food, nor were they immortals. Then We 
fulfilled to them the promise. So We saved them 
and those whom We willed, but We destroyed 
extravagant, (21:8-9) 

(Jjoi^jII jjx Ic-Jj i — i T U« (Js 

Say: "I am not a new thing among the 
Messengers." (46:9) 

Allah said next, 

... C S L>° • 


from among the people of townships, 

meaning, from among the people of cities, not 
that they were sent among the Bedouins who are 
some of the harshest and roughest of all people. 


Drawing Lessons from the Incidents of the Past 


Allah said next, 

... • 

Have they not traveled in the land, 

meaning, ' Have not these people who rejected 
you, O Muhammad, traveled in the land,' 
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rtjjS ij-o (Jjjpli Ajilc. ijlS *• y ^jjlajja ... 


and seen what was the end of those who were before 
them, 

that is, the earlier nations that rejected the 
Messengers, and how Allah destroyed them. A 
similar end is awaiting all disbelievers. 

Allah said in another Ayah, 

Have they not traveled through the land, and 
have they hearts wherewith to understand! 
(22:46) 

When they hear this statement, they should 
realize that Allah destroyed the disbelievers and 
saved the believers, and this is His way with His 
creation. 

This is why Allah said, 


1 jijl jjjft 


And verily, the home of the Hereafter is the best for 
those who have Taqwa. 

Allah says, 'Just as We saved the faithful in this 
life, We also wrote safety for them in the 
Hereafter, which is far better for them than the 
life of the present world. 1 


Allah said in other Ayah, 

J jajJj IjjJJI ojJaJI ^3 


; inLj jLaia \i\ 


^jl^ll f. JJOI 'j jA 3all V 


Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our 
Messengers and those who believe in this world's 
life and on the Day when the witnesses will stand 
forth (i.e. Day of Resurrection). The Day when 
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their excuses will be of no profit to the 
wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and theirs 
will be the evil abode (in Hellfire). (40:51-52) 

(^ ^) j jlajLj ili! 


Do you not then understand! 


o * ' 7' » f • &■ o <• o f ZA » 4-1, ' * ' 'o | | 1 S' 

>13 Ag II I j) 1 Jo j JUnI I.1J ^V*s. 

f-LuiJ n U^j-^aJ 

12:110 (They were reprieved) until, when the 
Messengers gave up hope and thought that they 
were denied, then came to them Our help, and 
whomsoever We willed were rescued. 

uf j2! jc- ^ j 

And Our punishment cannot be warded off from the 
people who are criminals. 


Allah says: 


/_ya j .13 (JjLjjU 121 

(^ *) ^ jSl u^ 4fUii 


(They were reprieved) until, when the Messengers gave 
up hope and thought that they were denied, then came 
to them Our help, and whomsoever We willed were 
rescued. 


Allah states that He sends His aid and support to 
His Messengers, peace be upon them, when 
distress and hardship surround them and they 
eagerly await Allah's aid. 


Allah said in another Ayah, 

All! j ■ (jjjllj (Jjjafjl! 1 
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...and were so shaken that even the Messenger 
and those who believed along with him said, 
"When (will come) the help of Allah!" (2:214) 

As for saying of Allah, (they were denied), 

There are two recitations for it. 

One of them is with a Shadda (meaning: they 
were betrayed by their people). 

And this is the way A'ishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, recited it. 

Al-Bukhari said that Urwah bin Az-Zubayr narrated that 
he asked Aishah about the meaning of the following 
verse, cHjS uaXgU Ij) Jx*. ('until when the Messengers 
give up hope...), 

Respite will be granted, is it denied or betrayed? 
A'ishah replied, "betrayed." 

Urwah said, "I said, 'They were sure that their 
people betrayed them, so why use the word 
'thought"? 

She said, 'Yes, they were sure that they betrayed 
them.’ 

I said, (4^ (and they thought that 

they were denied (by Allah))! 

A'Oishah said, 'Allah forbid! The Messengers did 
not suspect their Lord of such a thing.' 

I asked, ' So what does this Ayah mean?' 

She said, 

'This Verse is concerned with the 
Messengers' followers who had faith in 
their Lord and believed in their 
Messengers. The period of trials for those 
followers was long and Allah's help was 
delayed until the Messengers gave up 
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hope for the conversion of the disbelievers 
amongst their nation and suspected that 
even their followers were shaken in their 
belief, Allah's help then came to them.'" 


Ibn Jurayj narrated that Ibn Abi Mulaikah said that Ibn 
Abbas read this Ayah this way, 


i i jiLj 


and they thought they were denied. 

Abdullah bin Abi Mulaikah said, 

"Then Ibn Abbas said to me that they were 
humans. He then recited this Ayah, 

Alii j ■ ^'' 4-*_« (jjjll j 

aUi ^ji vt 


...even the Messenger and those who 
believed along with him said, "When (will 
come) the help of Allah!" 

Yes! Certainly, the help of Allah is near! 
(2:214)" 

Ibn Jurayj also narrated that Ibn Abi Mulaykah 
said that Urwah narrated to him that; 

Aishah did not agree to this and rejected it. She 
said, 


"Nothing that Allah has promised 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, but 
Muhammad knew for certainty that it shall 
come, until he died. However, the 
Messengers were tried with trials until they 
thought that those believers, who were 
with them, did not fully support them." 

Ibn Abi Mulaykah said that Urwah narrated that 
Aishah recited this Ayah this way, 

1 "J 1 J&j 
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and they thought that they were betrayed. 

Therefore, there is another way of reciting this word, and 
there is a difference of opinion about its meaning. 


We narrated the meaning that Ibn Abbas gave. 


Ibn Mas'ud said, as Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from 
him, that he read the Ayah this way, 


1 °ia ^ 1 J&j ’JJJ 


Pi 




until, when the Messengers gave up hope and 
thought that they were denied. 

Abdullah commented that this is the recitation that you 
dislike. 

Ibn Abbas also commented on the Ayah, <_>*££■“' Ij) 

Ijjji jS ijllaj Jlijll (until, when the Messengers gave 
up hope and thought that they were denied), 

"When the Messengers gave up hope that their 
people would accept their messages, and their 
people thought that their Messengers had not 
said the truth to them, Allah's victory came then, 
fUij (and whomsoever We willed were 

rescued). 

Ibn Jarir At-Tabari narrated that Ibrahim bin Abi Hamzah 
(Hurrah) Al-Jazari said, 


"A young man from Quraysh asked Sa'id bin 
Jubayr '0, Abu Abdullah! How do you read this 
word, for when I pass by it, I wish I had not read 
this Surah, 


...1 °^f I J&j UgJ fi 




until, when the Messengers gave up hope 
and thought that they were denied... 

He said, 'Yes, it means, when the Messengers 
gave up hope that their people will believe in 
them and those to whom the Messengers were 
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sent thought that the Messengers were not 
truthful.'" 

Ad-Dahhak bin Muzahim commented, 

"I have not seen someone who is called to 
knowledge and is lazy accepting the invitation, 
until today! If you traveled to Yemen just to get 
this explanation, it will still be worth it." 

Ibn Jarir At-Tabari narrated that; 

Muslim bin Yasar asked Sa'id bin Jubayr about 
the same Ayah and he gave the same response. 
Muslim stood up and embraced Sa'id bin Jubayr, 
saying, "May Allah relieve a distress from you as 
you relieved a distress from me!" 

This was reported from Sa'id bin Jubayr through 
various chains of narration. 

This is also the Tafsir that Mujahid bin Jabr and 
several other Salaf scholars gave for this Ayah. 

However, some scholars said that the Ayah, 

(and thought that they were denied), 

is in reference to the believers who followed the 
Messengers, while some said it is in reference to 
the disbelievers among the Messengers' nation. In 
the latter case, the meaning becomes: 

'and the disbelievers thought that the 
Messengers were not given a true promise 
of victory.' 

Ibn Jarir At-Tabari narrated that Tamim bin Hadhlam 
said that I heard Abdullah bin Mas'ud comment on this 
Ayah, (until, when the Messengers 

gave up hope), 

"their people will believe in them, and their 
people thought when the respite was long, that 
the Messengers were not given a true promise." 
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jjV r> j ois a 

12:111 Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for 
men of understanding. 

^ uS U^J l/JaS ^ 

- ^Oji 0 •»».»' 0 ' ' » -» ' 0'.. 0.'.' 

f JJ f cr^ 1 CP u ..l^ q \ j 

It (the Qur'an) is not a forged statement but a 
confirmation of that which was before it and a 
detailed explanation of everything and a guide and 
a mercy for the people who believe. 


A Lesson for Men Who have Understanding 


Allah says; 

l—lljlVl Jjtl 6JJt ^^ala3 ^^3 jjlS 3a] 

Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for men of 
understanding. 

Allah states here that the stories of the 
Messengers and their nations and how we saved 
the believers and destroyed the disbelievers are, 

ajjC. 

(a lesson for men of 
understanding), who have sound minds. 


(_£ j!aL Ijj 3^ jjlil Ua ... 


It is not a forged statement. 

Allah says here that this Qur'an could not have 
been forged; it truly came from Allah, 

Aj3j (jjj (_£ j)3l (jj3,.aj ... 

but a confirmation of that which was before it, 
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in reference to the previously revealed Divine 
Books, by which this Qur'an testifies to the true 
parts that remain in them and denies and refutes 
the forged parts that were added, changed and 
falsified by people. 

The Qur'an accepts or abrogates whatever Allah 
wills of these Books 


... 

and a detailed explanation of everything, 

Meaning the allowed, the prohibited, the 

preferred and the disliked matters. 

• The Qur'an deals with the acts of worship, the 
obligatory and recommended matters, forbids the 
unlawful and discourages from the disliked. 

• The Qur'an contains major facts regarding the 
existence and about matters of the future in 
general terms or in detail. 

• The Qur'an tells us about the Lord, the Exalted 
and Most Honored, and about His Names and 
Attributes and teaches us that Allah is glorified 
from being similar in any way to the creation. 

Hence, the Qur'an is, 


p ^ Jjj ^ j (_£ j 

a guide and a mercy for the people who believe. 

with which their hearts are directed from 
misguidance to guidance and from deviation to 
conformance, and with which they seek the mercy 
of the Lord of all creation in this life and on the 
Day of Return. 

We ask Allah the Most Great to make us among 
this group in the life of the present world and in 
the Hereafter, on the Day when those who are 
successful will have faces that radiate with light, 
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while those whose faces are dark will end up with 
the losing deal. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Yusuf; and all the thanks 
and praises are due to Allah, and all our trust and reliance are 
on Him Alone. 


*********** 
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